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THE BENEFIT OF 


Contentation, priztief 
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1. T1iMOTH.6.6. 
 Codlineſſe is great gaine, if a man be content with 
- * thatheebath. | 


Becauſe when we preach , we know nat whe- 

ther wce ſhall preach againe; my care.js , t 

chooſe fit and proper Texts, to ſpeake thar 

which I would ſpeake, 'and/ that which is 

neceſſary for you to heare., Therefore, think- 

| ing wich my fſefe what doQtrive were fit- 

teſt for you I ſought for a Text which ſpeakes againſt couc-: 
nk. whe may call the Londoners figne, Although | 
God hath giuen you more then other , which ſhauld rurne 
courrouſer e into, thankfulnefſe : yer as the Inic groweth Z 
with the Oake To couctouſnefle harh growne with riches: . / 
euery man wiſheth the Philoſophers ſtone, and who is with | 
in theſe walls that thinkshe hath enough , thoughtherc bee \ C18, 
ſo many that haue too much? As the Ilraclites murmurxed as |/ * 
much when they had c Aſanpa,as whea they were without it, Ex0.16,2; 
ſo they which haue riches couct as much as they whichare Num.11.4. 
without them ; that cooferring your miads and your wealth 

together I may truly lay, this Citie is richif it were not co- 

uetous. This is the Deuill which bewitcheth you , to thinke 
that you haue not enough , when you hauc more then you 

need, If you cannot chooſe but: couer: riches, 1 will ſhew 

you riches which you may couet, Gadlints 5s great riches. 11 - 
which words as Jacob craued of his Wjues and his Seruants ©: 354+ 
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4 The Benefit of Contentation. 
ro give him their Idols , that heemight bury them: ſo Pau? 
craveth your couetouſnefie , that he might buty ir, and-that 
yee might be no looſers, hee offereth you the vantage in lead 
of gainc, he propolſeth great gaine.Godlineſſe i great gaine : 
a5 if he ſhould ſay,Wil you couer little gaine before grear?you 
haue found lirtle joy in money = ſhall fiade great 1oy in the 
holy Ghoſt : you haue found little peace in the would, you 
ſhall finde great peace in conſcience, Thus ſceing the world 
ſtrine for the world like beggers thruſting at a dole; Lawyer 

ainſt Lawyer, Brother againſt Brother, Neighbour againſt 


».Reg.21-4 Neighbour, for-the golden apple, that poore Naborh cannot 


hold his owne, becauſe ſo many Achabsare ficke for his Vine- 
yard ; when he hath found the diſeaſe, like a ſkilfull Phyfi- 
cian , he goeth aboutto picke out the greedy worme which 
maketh-men ſo hungry ; & ſettethſuch a glaſſe before thein, 
that will make a ſhilling ſeeme as great as a pound, a cottage 
ſeemcas faire as a pallace,and a Plough ſceme as goodly as a 
Diadem, that he which hath burtwentie pounds, ſhall be as 
merry as he which hath an hundred , and he which hath an 
huudred, ſhall be as jocund as he which hath a thouſand, and 
he which hath a thouſand, ſhall be as well contentedas. hee 


Pand.1% which hath a million : cucn as D axie/ did thrive with water 


andpulfe; as well as the reft did with their wine and iun- 
kers. This is the vertue and operationofzhele words z if you 
heare them with the ſame ſpirit that Pal wrote boy 
will ſo worke ypon your hearts,that you ſhall goe away cuery 


Lukkrg.s, man contemed with that which hee hath ; like Zachews , 


which before hee had ſeene Chriſt knew nothing bur to 
ſcrape, bur as foone as he had heard Chriſt,all his mind was 
ſer vpon giving: this wasnort rhe fuft day that Zachew (cen 
med rich to 55, oh , but this wasthe firlt day that Zachews 
ſeemedrich vnto himfelfe , when riches ſeemed dung , and 


AMatelg.2T] _ ſeemed riches, Chriſt doth not will others ro giue 
A 


[their goods away tothe poore,as he bad the young man, 
to ſce what he would doe, but he whichforbad him to keepe 
his riches , forbidderh ys to loue riches , and makes our ci- 


chesſceme pouertie, When yce contemne riches, ye ſhall mow 
| Pi 
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rich, becauſe no man hath cnough,bne hee which is conten=') //. ,, _ / 
red : but if yee couet & grone, andthirft, : n- 6 f _ « 
ben a bleffing, but ſaid,rhox fralt nor be excelient do way - 4 

give you riches, but he ſaith, yo ſhalt nor be aefegyFor yer 

will becouctous yntill ye be religious, He that will haueton- 
ecntation ; muſt Teaue his couctouſneſſe in pawne for je. This 

is the fpiric which we ſhould caſt out, if wee will leauebut this 

one firme behinde , you ſhall depart our of this Church like 

Namaan out of [ordas , as if you had beene waſhed, andafl , ..., —_ 
your ſinnes ſwept away , like the skalesfrom Pauls eyes. For 1g, 18 
what hath brought vſury,and Stmony , & bribery , ndcruet- 

tie,and ſubriley and enuy, and ftrife,and deceit into rhis City, 

and made guery houſe an Inno, and eiitery Thop a Marker of 

oathes, andlics , and fraud, butthe ſuperfluous loue of mo- 

ny 7 Name couctouſnes , and thou haftnamed the mother of 

al! chelemiſchiefes,other fins are bur hirclings ynto this finne, K 
v(uric and briberie,and fimonie, and extortion, and deceit, and 

lies , and oathes, are faQtors to coueroutnefſe, and ferne for 

Porters to fetch and bring her living in. As the Receiver _ 

makes athiefe, ſo couctoulnefſe make an vſtrer , and extor- ; 
rioner, and decciuer , becauſe ſhee receiueththe booty which | \/ 
they ſtcale, Euen as Rache/cryed to her husband , Grae mee ,, ; % If 
children or elſe T die , ſo couerouſhes cryeth vnto viurie, and 
briberie,and fimonie, & cruelty, and deceit,and lies, Grme me 
riches or elſe I die. Aow they may ſaue a little , and how they 
may get much , and how they may prolong life, is cuery mans 
dreame from Sunne to Sunne,, ſo long ax they haue a knee to 
bow vnto B aal:ſlo many vices bud out of this one, that it is 
called, The roote of all exill ,asif we wouldfay , the ſpawne 
of all ſfinne, Take away couctouſneffe , and hee will ſellhis 
wares as cheape as hee: hee will bring his children as yer. 
ruouſly as hee : hee will refuſe bribes as carmeſtly as hee : hee 
will ſuccour the poore as heartily as hee : hee will come to 
che Church as lightly as hee, If yee could feele the pulſe of 
euery heart , what makes Gebezi take the bribe which Z/s- , ENT 
Jha refuſed , what makes Demerrins to ſpeake for Images, x; == 
which Part condemned , what makes Nabal denie Daxid ' Samay. 


A3 chat 


0.7, 


Romn I. FR 
I.Tim.6.19 
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chat which A63ga/ gaue him ? what makes Jude; grud 
theoyle which Mary tendred ? nothing but coucraulieſſe. 
Whenthouſhoul giue, ſhe ſaith it is roo much hea 
thou ſhouldeſt receiue ſhee ſaith it js too little 2when thou 
ſhouldeſt remit, ſhe faith, it is roo-great: when thou ſhoul.. 
deft repent , ſheefaith it is top ſoone : when thou ſhouldeſt 
heare,ſhee ſaith it is too farre : like Pharaoh which found one 
bufineſſeor other to occupic the Icwes when they ſhould 
ſerue Gad, | 

Thus cuery labour hath-an. end, bur couctouſncſle hath 
none like a ſuiter in Law , which thinkes co haue an end this 
Terme, and that Terme , and the Lawyer which ſhoulq pro- 
cure higpcace, prolongeth his ſtrife, becauſe he hath an aRi- 
on to his purfe,as his aduerſary hath to his land : ſo he which 
is ſet oncoucting, doth drinke brine which makes him thirſt 
more, & ſees no haucntill he arriue at death ; when hee hath 
lied, he is readie tolic againe : when he hath ſworne, hee is 
readic to ſweare againe : when he hath decciucd ,, he is ready 
to deceiue againe , when the day_is paſt , kee would it were 
to begin againe : when the Terme is ended , hee wiſheth it 
were to come againe ; and chough his houſe be. full, and his 
hop full,and hiscoffers full, and hispurſefull : yer his hcarc 
is notfull, bur lanke and emptie,. like che diſeaſe which wee 


. call the wolfe, that is alwayes cating ,. and yet keepes the bo 


dic Teane.. The Ant dotheate the foode which ſhe findeth.. 
The Liondothrefreſh himſelfe with the prey that he raketh; 
but che couctous man Iycth by his money , as a ſick man firs 
by his mear,and hath no powerto taſte it, butito looke vpon 
it ; like the Prince to whom E1:fpa faid ,, That be foemld [ze 
the corne with his eyes,but none ſhonldcome within hit month, 
Thus the couetous man makes a foole of himſclfe, Hee coue- 
reth to couet : he gathererhto gather:he labourcth to labour: 
he carethto care : as though his office were, to fill acoffer 
full of Angels,& then to dielike an Aﬀ4e which carrieth trea- 
ſures on his backe all. day, and atnighit they are taken from 
him which did him ne good but loade him.. How happy 


Prou.9.12+-were ſome, if they knew not gold from. leade &. If chow bre 


Wiſe 
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wiſe (ſaith Salomon) thou ſhalt be wiſe for repel : But hee | 


which is couerous, is Couctous againſt himſcite. For what a } 
plague isthis( ITEng would kill himſelfe ) fora man to / 
ipe his life in carking , and pining,, and ſcraping ( as 
though he ſhould doe nr L2 bur — this = tO 
ſpend inthe ncxt ) valefſe he be ſure that hee ſhould come 
againe when heis dead , to eate thoſe ſcraps which hee hath | 
gotgen with all his ſtirre; Therefore coverouſnefie may well 
beEcalled Miſcric, and the couctous Miſerable, for\they arc 
miſcrable indeede, 4 

Of them which ſeeme to be wiſe, there beno ſuch fos 
in the world, as they which louvemoney better then them= 
ſelues:bur this is the iudgement of God, that chey which de- 
cue others deceiue the:nſelues , and liuclike (aim, which ,,, T4 
was avagabond ypon his owne land , ſo they are beggers in | 
the midft of their wealth; for SE hey haue vnders 
anding to know riches, and a mind to ſecke them, and wit 
to finde them , and policie to keepe them and life ropofleſle 
them; yer they haneſuch a falſe fight and bleare eye, that / 
when thcir riches lie before them they haue pouertie, and 
he which hath nothalfe ſo much , ſeemes richer then they: 
Will you know how this comes to paſſe ? To ſhew that the 
couetous menbelong to hell, they are all like hell while they 
lie, Hell isneuer filled, and they are neuer ſatisfted , bur as 
che Horſe leach cryeth, giue, giue, ſo their hearts cry bring, 
bring-&Though che cempter Frould ſay to him, as he ſaid to Ht.4.9. 
Chriſt, 477 cheſewsll I gine thee, yer all wilnor content them, $*4-4-6+ 
no morethen Heauen contented him. But as the Glutton, ig #15 24 
Hell defired a drop of water , and yet a river would. uot fa. 
tisfic him : for if adrop had beene granted hun, he would have 
defired a drop more, and adrop to that : ſothey will. lic,and 
{wcare, and deceiue for a drop of riches. The deuilnecds not 
offer them all;as he did to Chriſt, for they will ſcrue. him for 
lefle, but if hee coyld giue them all, all would not content 
then, more then the world contented cAlexandcr. For it is 
againft the name anduature of coycroyſnes to becontent, as | 
it is againſt the name and nature of Contentatioy to be couc- 

A4 tous 
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GTB, 515» 


L1.Pet. 5,8 


Pron 1.13s: 


Mat 6.34. 
4de Te | 


Llob2.15. 


eous, Therefore one ſaith , That no mans heart is like the c6- 
uetous mans heart,for his heart is without a botome, 

A Prentiſc is bound bur for nine yeeres, & then hee js free, 
but if the couetous man might liue longer then Merhwpbe- 
lah , yer they wouldneuer beFree-men, but Prentiſes to the 
world, while they have a foot out of the,graue, | 

It is a wender toſee: as the Deuill compaſſeth about , ſee- 
king whom hee may deuoure , ſo men compaſſe abour gſecs 
king what they may deuoure , ſuch loue is betweene men and 
mony, that they which profeſſe good will voto it with their 
hearts, will not take ſo much paines for their life , as they take 
for gaine. Therefore no maruell, if vor haue no leiſure to 
ſanQifie themſclues , which haue no leiſure to refreſh them= 
ſelues, Chrift knew what -hce ſpake when hee faid : No tran 
can ſerue twe MaFfters (meaning God, & the world) becauſe 
each would haue all, As the Angell aad the Deuill troue for 
the bodie_ of Aoſes, not who ſhould haue apart, but who 
ſhould hauethe whole , ſo they frijue tall for our ſoules, who 
ſhall haue all. Therefore the Apoſtle ſaith , The Lowe of this 
world is 2#mity to Gods Signifying ſuch emulation betweene 
theſe two, that God cannot abide the world ſhould haue a 
part, and the world cannot abide that God ſhould haue a 
Part. Therefore the loue of the world muſt needs bee enmity 
to God,and therefore the louers of the world muſts needs bee 
enceyies to God: ard ſo no couctous man ts Gods ſeruant, 
but Gods enimie, For this cauſe couetouſnefſe is called Tdos 
latry, which is the moſt contrary finne to God, becauſe as 
treaſon ſers vp another King in the Kings place , ſo Idolatry 
fers vp another God in Gods place. | \ 

This word doth fignifte that the couetous make ſo much 
of mony , that they cuen worſhipic in their hearts , & wonld 
doe as mnch forit as the Idolaters doe for their Idols. Pax! 
ſeeing ſuch fins committed , and ſuch pains taken for gaine ; 
thought with himfelfe ,-if they could beeperſwaded, that god- 
lines is gaine, itis like thatthey would take as much paines 
for Godlines as they that take for Gaine, Thereforc he taketh 


ypon him to proue this'ftrange Paradoxe , that godlineſſe 
z$ 
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35 gaine, againſt allchem inthe verſe before , which hold, rha® 
gaine is godlinefle, Theſe two opinions are very contrary , 
and heere are many againft one, A man would thinke that 
Paul! ſhould bee very eloquent and ſharpe witted; and that 
hee had need to vie ſome Logicke, for hee hath choſen a hard 
Text: What, Paul will you proue that godlines #4 gaine?You 
ſhall haue moe opponents againſt you than CAchaiah had 
when he forbad eLchab to fight. It you had takenthe former 
verſe which ſaith that gaine # godlznes, then you ſhould hane 
had matter and examples caough , rhe Merchant & Mercer, 
and Lawyer, and Land-lord, and Patron , andal{ would come 
in and ſpeake for gaine , as the Ephehans cryed for Diana: ,q.,q.:8, 
bnr if you will bee crofle to all, and preach godl/ineſſe i gaine, 

to them which count $aine godlines , men willthinke of you 

as Feſt did , that you ſpeake you kuow not what. Theſe 4726-24, 
leffons are for Part hirmſelfe, As Chriſt ſaith, {doe notre. Mat.rg.rt 


toReg 37.7 


eciue this word, ſoall doe not'count this gaine, but loſſe ; wee Luke 1n.18 | 


count him richthat hath his barnes full like the churle, his £416.14. 
coffers full likethe glutton, his table full like Be/raſar, hs _ a 
ſable full like $a/om0n , his grounds full like 7ob , his purſe 1ohe Tk 
full like {+e/4. You ſpeake againſt your Maſter, for Chriſt Luke 7-22, 
ſent word vn:o ohn, that the poore receiue the Goſpell, as 

tho the godly were of the poorer ſort : and Daxid callerh the P/:73.312. 
wicked rich, they proſper and flouriſh , ſaith hee, their ſeede 

blaſteth not , their cowe caftethnor, as if hee ſhould ſay, It is £#416.15. 
not as you take it, Paul, that godlines doth make men rich, ?% 
For this I have obſerved in my time , that the wicked beethe Wk 
wealthieſt: and good Lazarus is the poore man, and wicked 

D wes istherich man, Againe , wee reade that the Officers 

were asked which of the Phariſees, or of theRulers did fol. 

low Chrift , yet theſe were counted rich men, though they 

had no pgodlineſſe : and if you ſhould examine your ſelfe, ir 

ſcems you wereno rich man for all your godlines , when you 1.7hef. 29. 
. did worke with your hands for your liuing; therefore if god- 
lineſle bec ſuch gaine, how happeneth it that your ſhare isno 
berrer ? ſo they which arclike NVicodemne ( when Chriſt faith 
_ that they mult bee borne againe ) thinke that they c2n hane no 
other 


Iohn 3.4» 
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other meaning, but that they mult returne imto their mo< 
thers wombc; and when hee cals himſelfe bread , that hee 
muſt needes meane ſuch bread as they dine with. As the 
goby.6. Iewecs hearing the Prophets ſpeakeſo ofren of Chriſts King. 
dome,and call him a King,looked for a temporall King, that 
Mat0.30 {Þould bring them peace,and ioy, and glory , and make them 
like Kings themſclues : ſo the carnall cares, when they heare 
of a kingdome,and treaſures, and riches, ſtraight their minds 
runne ypon earthly, and worldly , and tranſitory things , 
ſuchas they loue, to whom Pax/ anſwereth, as Chriſt an. 
ſwered his Diſciples , / haxe another meate which you know 
not of : ſo there areother riches which you know not of ; 1 ſaid 
tobx4.3, not, that Godligefle is cartbly, or wordly, or tranſitory gaine, 
bur great gaine, 4 
He will not onelyproue godlinefſe to be gaine, bur great 
game : asit he ſhould ſay more gainefull then your wares, 
and rents, and fines, and intereſt, as though he would make 
the Lawyer, and Merchant, and Mercer, and Draper,and Pa. 
tron,and Landlord, and all the men of riches belicue, that 
Pal14.z, godlineſſe will make them rich ſooner then Couctouſnes. I 
& 53-2. feare this ſaying may be renewed, /f a man tell yougyee willnor 
=w— beleeney &c. As the Lord looked downe' ypon the earth, to 
ſee if any did os him,and ſaid,7 here £5 not one:ſothis ſen= 
tence may goe from Court to City, from City to Countrey , 
and ſay, there is ſcarce one in atowne that will ſubſcribe vn 
Bfalg,s, FO its Many((aid Danid)arke who will frew v5 any good?mea- 
ning riches, and honour , and pleaſure which are not good. 
— Bur when he came togodlines it ſelfe , he leaues our A any, 
and praycth in his owne perſon, Lord /ift thou vp the light of 
thy countenance vpon vs,as if none would ioyn with him. Yer 
wiſedome is tuſtified by her owne children,aud the godly count 
Mat,ti.1g godtincs gaine : to make vs loue godlines, he calleth it by the 
| name of that wee loue moſt : that 1s,” gaize, As the Fathrr 
Luk1,5r1, Calleth his Son which he would loue more then the reft, by 
bis owne name, to put him in mind of ſuch a loue as he bea- 
reth to himſclfe. Herewe may ſee that God doth not com» 
mand men to be godly, only becauſe it makes for his glory, 
ut 
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bur becauſe godlineffe is proficable toys, For godlineſſe js- 

not called gaire, inreſpeRtof-God, but in re of ys: tis 

gaine to vs, bur it is dutie to him. Soitis called ahcalth in 

reſpeR of vs, becauſeir is the health of our ſoules : ſoir is Pron.3.8. 

not called a kingdome in reſpeR of God, butin reſpeRof vs, 

becauſe we are intituledto the Kingdome by this difference *® *33* 

from the reprobates, Pur all the good things in the world 

together, and the goodne3of all is found to godlinefte, and 

therefore godlinefle is called by the nantes of thoſe things 

that men count beſt, ro ſhew that the godly are as,vvell as 

merry , as content yvith their loue towards God, and Gods 

loue towards them, as other are with health and wealth, and 

pleaſures, Therefore it is ſaid of the godly, The feare of the x19 36, 

Lord is his treaſure. Therefore{ſaith Jeremy) The Lord is my Lam-3.246 

portion , as though he defired nothing elſe, and therefore i 

is ſaid of, Hoſes, that be eſteemed the rebuke of Chriſt grea- yy ., .c 

ter riches,then all the treaſures of Egypt. It croſſes be riches, F 

as /7oſes thought, what riches are in godlineſſe; But is this 

all the harueſt 2 ſhall godlinefſe be all the godly mans ri® 

chesrNay(faith Pans) Godlines hath the promiſes of this life, IPs. 

and of the liſe to come,that is,the Godly hall doe vyell in hea- IT, 

ucn and here too, And therefore Chiift faith, Fir ſecke the Mat, 6.39% "3 

kingdome of God,and all the _ faallbe caſt vpop you;cuen as ; 

the ſheaues fell before Ruth, ſo riches ſhall fall in your vyay £4 2.16. | 

as they did-1o eAbraham, and Lot, and Zecob,and ob, and 

Toſeph : riches vvere caft tothem they knew not how ; but as 

if God had ſaid, Berich, and they vvere rich raight. For all 

good things vyere created for the good , and therefore they 

are called good, Becauſe the good God, created them for 

good men to good purpoſe , therefore as 7acob got the bleſ= Gen-27\8s 

ting, ſo he gotthe inhericance alſo :-ro ſhew that as the faith=  - 

full haue the inward blefſing, ſo they hauc the outward blef- 

fings too, when they are good for them, For (ſaith Daxid) , al;34.16 

They which ſeekthe Lord hal wantnothing that ss good Now Es 

God knoweth better the we what is good for vs, as the nurſe 

knoweth better thenthe childe when the milke is ready for 

it. Therefore, Cliiſt, Tour heangyly farher knoweth what 
- Jon Mai 6.32, 
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you haxe need of : lee ſaithuot , that wee know what wee hawe 
need of jout that owr Father knoweth:1s if he ſhould fay, when 
you hauc nced of health , your Farther will ſend you health : 
when you hauc need of riches, your Father will ſend you 
riches : when you haue need of libertie , your Father will 
ſend you libercic:for hee ſaith not only, that our Father know- 
eth what wee hame need of, but that hee will gine vs the things 
which wee need. Therefore as Children take no care for their 
appareli what clothes they ſhall weare , nor for their victu« 
Matt,6.3x 2lls , w hat meate they ſhall cate, bur'leaue this care for their 
P/zl,34. 10 Father, ſoſaich Chriſt, Take you no Care for my Fatber careth 
OG 23+Fo for you, 

Hee was not content to call Godlineſſe gaine,but he calleth 
it great gain, as it he would ſay, G4ine,and more then Gaine: 
riches, and better then riches : a Kingdome , and greater then 
a Kingdome., As when the Prophets would diſtinguiſh be- 
eweene the Idoll gods ,and the liuing God , they call him the 
_ God: othe gaine of Godlinefle is called great gaine. 

9 17 Theriches of the world are called earthly , RTP | ſnares, 
«Tb, thornes , dung , asthough they were not worthy to bee coun= 
Phil.3.4. tedriches : and therefore, to draw the earneſt louc of men 
from them , the holy Ghoſt brings them in with theſe names 

of diſdaine, to diſgrace them with their louers : but when hee 

_ comes togodlinefle , which is the riches of the ſoule, hee cal 
Prou34.9, 1eth it great riches , heavenly riches , vaſearchable riches, 
Prev.4.9, ecucrlafting riches , with all the names of honour , and all che 
& 13- names of pleaſure, and all thenames of happines. As a woman 
Proz-3.UL trims and decks her ſelfe with an hundred ornaments, only 
; to make her amiable, ſo the holy Ghoſt ſerreth out godlines 
with names of honour, and names of pleaſure, and names of 
happines , as it were in her Jewels , with letters of commen- 

dation, to make her bee beloued.'Leſt any riches ſhonld com- * 

pare with godlines, hee gives ita name aboue other , and cal= 

leth it greatriches,as ifthe would make a diſtin&ion between 
riches and riches ,berweene the gaine of couetouſnes , and the 
_ gainc of godlines,, the peace of the world , and the peace of 
conſcience , the joy of riches;, andthe joy ot the holy _— 
The 


Mat.7.1n, 


Canto! 
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The worldly men haue a kinde of peace,and ioy,andriches, 

Bur I cannot call it great , becauſe they haue not enough, 

they are not contented as the godly are, therefore only god- 

linefle hath this honour to be called great riches. The gaine 

of couctouſnes is nothing but wealth, bur the gaine of god- 

lines is wealth, and peace, and ioy, and loueof God, and the 
remiſſion of finnes, and cuerlaſting life, Therefore only god- - 
lines hath this honour,to be called great gaine, Riches makes Gen-13-6- 
bate, but godlines makes peace : riches breeds couetouſnes, 
bur godlines brings contentation : riches makes men yn- 
willing to die, but godlines makes men ready to die: riches 
often hurethe owner , but godlines proficeth the owner and 
other. Therefore onely godlines hath this honour, to bee 
called great riches. Such gaine,fach ioy,ſuch peace is in- gods 
lines, and yet no man couets it : & this is the quality of ver- 
tue, ic ſeemeth nothing vnto a man vntill he hath it, as $4- 
lomosn (ſaith of the buyer,whilc he is in buying,he diſprayſeth 
the thing which he buyeth, and ſaith, 7e # nevght, itis not 
worth the price which ye aske; but when hee hath bought 
it, ſo ſooneas hee is gone, hee boafterhof hispennie-worths, 
and faith itis better then his money. So godlineſle before a 8 7 
man hath it, hee ſaith it is not worth his bour, and thinkes Ag 
execry houre too much that hee ſpendeth abour it ;burt when 3 
hee hath found it, hee would not looſe it againe for all the Cv 
world, becauſe he is now come to that which followeth, to | 
be content with thathe hath. Heere Pax ſheweth with whar 
a man ſhould be contented, not with one thouſand pounds, 
not one hundred pounds, nor twentie pounds , but with that 
he hath : and there is great reaſon why ke (hould fo : becaufe 
no man knowes what is fit for him ſo well as his caruer. And 
thereforc cucry one ſhould efteeme ſo reverently of God, 
that he thinke nothing, better for him (for the time preſent ) 
then that which God meaſureth forth yato him, For when 
Chrift had ao money, hce was content,and when he wanted 
money topay tnbure, he ſent for [nds then hee needed:he 


Pro-20.14. ( 


Mat.1327 


right have commanded twentie ppunds aſwell as 26. pence; 
Bac to ſhew, that wee ſhould defireno more then will ſerue 
our 
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our turne , he would haue no more then ſerued his nature. 

' Now, becauſe contentation is of ſich a nature , that it can 

pleaſc it ſelfe with pouertie, as well as riches, therefore it is 

called the great gaive : as thoughit hadall which it wattted, 

And this contentment, {ſaith Pax! ) we owe to godlineſle, 

becauſe it is not poſſible for a wicked man to be contented; 

for as he is not fatisfied with finne, fo is be ſatisfied with no- 

thing. Riches come, and yet theman is not pleaſed :libertie 

comes, atid yet the man isnot pleaſed; pleaſure comes, and 

| yer pong is not pleaſed; _ God come , and _ hee 
faith, My cap ts full, Shew vs thy father ((aith Philip) and it 
--=t4-« oY [uffcerh. Nay, ſhew vs thy truth, and it ſufficeth, New my 
ſonle ( ſaith the churle ) rake thy reſt: nay now my ſoule take 

£u4-1319« thy reſt,for thou haſt layd vp for many yeeres. The godly man 
hath found that which all che world doth ſceke, thar is, E- 

" nongh., Every word may be defined , and euery thing may be 
meaſured, but eyoxgh cannot be meaſured or defined it chan- 

geth euery yeere: when we hadnething , wethought it EF 

nough, if we mightobrain lefſe then we haue : when we came 

. to more,we thought of another exozgh. now we hauemore, 

: wedreame of another enough: ſo enongh is alwayes to come, 

though too much be there already. For as oylc kindleth the 

fire which it ſeemes to quench:ſo riches come as though they 

would make a man contented , and make him more coue- 

tous. Therefore ſecing contentation was neuer found in ris 

ches, the Apoſtle reacheth to ſeeks it in godlines;ſaying, God- 

lines ts riches, as though it did not onely makea man conten= 

ted , but make a man contented withit ſelfe, Hee ſpeakes as 

though hehad found a new kinde of riches,which the world 

neuer thovght of, that are of ſuch a nature, that they will 

ſatisfie a man like the water that Chriſt ſpake of , hee that 

1034 13: drinkes of this water ſhall thirſt no more : ſo they that rafte of 
44:2, Fheſe riches ſhall couerno more: bur as the holy Ghoſt fil- 
' led all the houſe, ſothegraceand peace, and ioy of the holy 
Ghoſtfilleth all the heart ; that as 7oſeph had no need of A- . 
Gen-4415. fronomy; becauſe he had the ſpirit ofprephecie ;ſo he which 
hath contentation, hath Jittle nced of riches : he thinkes nor 
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of the Philoſophers Rene, nor the Gold of Ophir, nor the 1,244 9.35 
Mines of /ndia, but hee hath his guzeens ef , without ſuir of 4-5 
law ; fer hee retaineth a peace-maker within , which would 
make all Lawyers Preachers, if men were ſo wiſe totake 
counſell of it, nf 

When the law is ended,ifthe manbe not contene he is in 
trouble Rill;when his diſcaſe is cuxed, if he benot content , 
hee is ſicke ſill ; when his want is ſupplied, if hee be notcon- 
tent, he is in want Rill:when bondage is turned into hiberric, 
if he be nar content, he is in bondage till; but though hee be 
m law, and ficknefle , and povertie, and bondage , yet if hee 
be content, he is free,and rich, and merry , and quiet, cuen 
as Adam was warme though he hadno clothes. 

Such a Commander is Conteneation , that whereſoeuer 
ſhee letteth foot , an hundred bleffings wait ypon her in cue- 
ry diſcaſe ſhee is a Phyſician, ureuery fisife ſhe is a Lawyer,in 
every doubt ſhe isa Preacher, in cuery griefe ſhe is a Com. 
forter, like a ſweet perfume which taketh away theeuill ſent, 
and leaueth a pleaſant ſent for it, As the Vnicornes horne, 
dipped in the Fountaine , makes the waters which were cor- 
rupt and noyſome, cleare and wbolſome ypon the ſudden ; 
ſo, wharſoeuer cſtate godlinefle comes vnto, it faith like the 
Apoſtles, Peace be to this box/e, peacebe to this heart, peace 7Jhe 5.9; 
be to this man. 

I mayliken itto to thefiue loayes and two fiſhes, wherwith 
Chriſt fed fiue thouſand perſons , and yer there were twelue 
baskets full of that which was lefe, which could not fill one 
basket when it was whole, Thus their little feaft was made 
a greatfeaſt ;ſoche godly, though they -have bur lirtle for 
themſclues, yet they haue ſomthing for others like the Wi- 1,14. 4n 
dowes Mite, that they may lay as the Diſciples ſaid to Chriſt, 
they want nothing , though they haucnothing, Contentati- x 44.22.35, 
on wautcth nothing, and a good heart is worth all, For if thee 
wancbread,ſhe canſsy as Chriſt ſaid, 7 hawe avorher bread:1If 1999 43% 
ſhe want riches, ſhe can ſay, I haucother riches : ifſhe wane 
Rrepgrh, ſhee can ſay, I haue other treugth: If ſhee want 
fricuds,ſhe can ſay Lhauc other friends, Thus the godly my 
A 


we 
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all withio, that they ſeek without, Thereforcif you ſeea man 
contented with that hee hath, ic is great figne that lines 
is entred vnto him: forthe heart of man was made a Temple 
for God, and nothing canfill it but God alone. Therefore 
4.C0r.3.16 Pax! (aith after his conuerfion , that which hee could neuer 
Phil.412,* Tay before hisconuerſion, 7 hawelearned to be content : Firſt 
he learned godlines , they Godlines taught him contentation, 
Now (faith Paw) Lhaxe tcarned ro be content:as though this 
Deuta. as WErealeſlen for euery Chriſtian to learne, to becongent, For 
32” thus be muſtchinke , that as God ſaidto Moſes when he 
could not obtaine leaue to gocto {anaer: Let thisſuffice thee 
to ſee Canaan:(o, whatſoever he giueth, hee giues this charge 
ter-I9« 29« which is , Let this ſuffice ther, As Jeremy ſaith. Thes ts my 
ſorrow and I will bearc it:lo thou mult ſay, Thisis my portion 
and I will rake it. This is the figne , whether godlines bee in a 
man, if he hath joy of thar which he hath : for things which 
God giueth to the righteous, Paw! ſaith , that hee giueth 
x.Tim 6.17 them to emtoy ; that is, if he haye much, he can ſay with Pax, 
| Phil4.12+ 7 hage learned to abound; if hee hauclictle,hecan fay with 
Paul, I hane tearnedto want; that is, if hee haye much, as 
cAbraham and Lot,and Tacob, and Job, and o/zph, yet it 
toh1.21.ft+ cannot corrupt his minde, bur as the net was full of Fiſhes , 
and yet not rent,becaulſe they caſt itin at Chriſt Command : 
ſo, though the godly man be full of riches, yethis heart is 
not rent, his minde is net troubled , his countenance is not 
changed, becauſe he remembreth , that theſe things were 
given him to doe good , 25 Heſter thought of her honour : 
al or if wee have little, ir is like the little oile which ſerued rhe 
_ —_ Widow as litle as it was. Assttle to the righteow (ſaith Da- 
P/al.37 16 #14 ) it is better then greatriches to the ongedy :for when 2 
man hath found the heauenly riches,he careth not for earth- 
ly riches, no more then he that walkes in the Sunne,thinkes 
whether the Moone ſhine or no, becauſe hee harh no need 
Hat.y.6 of her light. Therefore we conclude with Chriſt, B/eſſedare 
they which thirſt after righteouſues,for they ſhall be ſatisfied: 
not they thar thirſt after riches, nor they that thirſt after ho- 
nour,ner they that thirſt after pleaſure ſhall be ſatisfied Pm 
\ thir 
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thirft more,as the ambitious, voluptuous, and couctois doe: 
but they that p— - after righteonſnes haltbe ſatisfied, albeit 


———— 


rhey haueno riches, nor honour ,nor pleaſure, If yce aske 

Ike the Virgin, How can this bet wmſwere : Euen as cHdam Gmn ie. 
was warme- without clothes, ſo God doth ſatisfie many 

men withoutriches. Theughhe was naked , yer hee did not 
ſechis nakedneſle, ſo long as hee was innocent : but when | 
hce began to rebell, then began hee ro want clothes > fo "of 
though a man do poregryee hee ſees not hispouertie, ſo long 
as hE'is contented :-but when hee begins to couer , then hee 


— 


begins to want riches , and from that'day the curſe ( in vhe 
ficlfoF «7 7gers, Verle 6,)takes hold on him; Zeeeace, but ye 
hane not enough: ye drinke, but ye are not ſatisfied: ye clothe 
yohinſelnes} but ye are not warmee Tadeed the couctous man 
leemes todraw the world to him with cords , his coffers are 
of Loadftones, his hands like ners, his fingers like lime 
cwigs :thereit comes, andthere it comes, one would thinke 
this man ſhould be happy one day. 

When the Churles barnes were full , he bate his foule 
take reft, thinking to gaine reſt by couetouſnes, that hee 
might ſay, Richcs gaine reft, As well as Godlineffe : bus 
ſee what happened: that night when hee began totake his 144,c5.16 
ret, riches, and reſt, and foule,andall, were raken from him, 
Did he nor game faire? would hee haue taken ſuch paines , 
if he had thought of fuch reſt? Couctouſneſle miy gaine ri- 
ches, but it cannorgainereft : ye may thinke like this churlc, 
to reſt, when your barnes, and ſhops and coffers are full: 
but ye ſhall finde it true-which E/ay ſaith, Thereisnoreſt ro Eſa 48.20 
the vngoadly: therefore the wiſeman , to prevent all hope 
of rcft, or honour, or profit by finne,” ſpeakes as theugh hee 
bad tried, A man cannot bee eftabliſhed by iniquitie.Thereiore 
he cannot be quicted , nor ſatisfied by rhe gaine of deceir, 
or bribes , or lies, or vſury which ts iniquitie, Thecefore 
bleſſed is the man whom godlines doth make rich: for when 
thebleſſing of the Lord mak;th rich, ſuth Salomen,he doth 
adde no ſorrow to ut: oat fairthhe,che rexenews of the wiczed 15 
tronble:as though his monty were care* Wheretoge,ler Pa- 

DB tO 
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tron and Landlord, and Lawyer,andall ſay now, that Pay/ 
hath choſen the better riches , which thesfe ror moeath , nor 
canker can corrupt: thele arethe riches at laſt, that we muſt. 
dwell with , when all chereft, which wee hauelyed for,and 
ſworne for, and fcetted for, and conſened for , and broken 
our ſlcepe for, and loſt many Sermons for, forſake vs , like 
ſeruanrs which change their maſters: they Godlinefſe ſhall 
icerne as greatgainetovs, asitdidto Pax/: and hee which- 
loued the world moſt , would giue all that hee hath for a 
dramme of Faith , thathee might be ſure to goe to heanen, 
when hee is dead, though hee went. towards hell ſo long as 
helined, 
Mal.y.ig. Heere then is anſwere to them which aske, har pro 
2-Sam. 19+ tit to ſerue God 2 How happy was Barz/la; that would: 
33 not bee exalted ? what quiet had the Shunamire which ca- 
=betx Fg red nor-for preferment Þ. when did the Diſciples ſeems fo 
 * rich, as when they was willing to leaue all? This ſhall-bee: 
your gaine, when you are vſurers of Godlineſſe, I's nor the 
word gone forth yet, which had killed. couerouineſle , that - 
{ may cnd my Sermon? Either you goe away contented, or 
you goe away condemned of your owne conſcience : before 
you were vext with couetoulnefſe, but now the worldſhall 
vexc youtoo : for you ſhall never couet, nor lie, nor deceiuc 
hercafter, but a Sergeant ſhall arreſt you ypon it, and ſome 
ſentence which you haue heard, ſhall gnavy you at the hearr 
with a memorasdum of hcl[l,chat ye ſhall wiſh,O char I could 
abandon this finne, orclle , that I had neyer heatd that war- 
ning, which makes tt a corrafiue vitome before] can leaue 
it: if they which are greedy till, could fee what peace and 
reſt, and joy goe home with them that are contented , 
Alls3.6. thou 1ghrhey may fay with Peter, Gold, & filuer hawe I none, 
cuery man would bee a ſyiter to Godlinefſe, that hee might 
have the dowry of Contentation. 
" If any hers be covetous fill, let him alwayes thinke, why 
D auid pxayeth,T wree myheart to thy law & notto cometonuſ- 
F/a! 119, 75: hemight haut named pride,or anger,or luſt, but that no 
finne did {o keeve his thoughts from the law,as gs + 
wen 
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. whenie came: ypon: him: he ſaith, 7 urwemy heave vnto thy 


law, and not: to courtouſneſſe, asthough'aman could nor be 

<ouetous. , aindhaue'any Jeifure to rhinkevyponianygood, 

But as Tobn baptized wh water;ſo I can bur teach you with Z"k* 3: 

words. | | 
Now you hauc: heard what Contentatiouw is , you muſt 

pray co anotherto giue it vnto you, Ic is ſaid Þfthis Citic, 

that many Citizens of ' London have good wills, but bad 


deedes ; that is you doe nepgood vnrill you die, Firſt, ycc art 

vngodly, thar La may Oar. and xa you part from ſome (- 

ot your riches, to exct:le for loine_of your yngodlineſſe, Ic 

my bee that ſome heerc haueſer downe in their wils, when I 

dic, I bequeath an hundred/pounds to a Colledge, and an 

hundred pounds to an Hoſpirall, and an hnndred gownes 

vnto poore men, I doc maruell that you giue no more when 

you are at that poynt : for 7udas , whenhe died, returned all ,,, 4 

againe : ſoyecdic, and thinke when yee are gone, tharGod 

will take this for a quitrance. Be not deceiued: for God doth , £,,.. -, 

norlooke ypon that which yce doe for feare , bur ypon that 

whictiyce doe for loue: if yce can find inyour heart to doc 

good cls you arc in hcalth, as Zachems did,then God hath x44e.19.8, 

reſpeRt to your offering : but before, Ged hearkens how ye 

give your riches : firſt hee examines how you came by them ; 

for a man may bechang'd for ſealing the many which hce 

ginesto the poore, , becauſc if hee ſhould count Godlinefle 

gainc, much moreſhould he care to gaine by godly meancs, 

Thus you ſec the fuitsof Godlinefſe, 'mjdthefruitesof co- ,,,,., 7 

uctouſneſſe , ro ſtay, Balgams- Ring for a bribe, and the 

ſons of Zebedews ing rye oertnent, leſt ſeeking for aſles 

they loſe a better Kingdome than Sax/ found. If you bee 

couetous, yec ſhall never haucenovgh,although you haue too 

much :burt when yee pray, Thy K ingdowe come, ye fall wiſh, Luke 11.3” 

my kingdome come, It yeebe godly, yee (hall haue ecough , 

though you ſeeme to have nothing, like to the Smzyrniens , of 

whom God faith, / kzow thy poxerty but thou art rich, There- 

fore what counſel! ſhall 1 giue you ; but as Chriſt counſelled 

bis Diſciples, Be not friends to riches but make you friends of Rentl.2.9. 
I B 2 riches, 
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20 The Bexefitof Contentation; © 
. . © riches: and knoweththis ; that iſ yecannor ſay as Paul ſaith 7 
Putt, hae learned tobe content ET fn ho _ come to your 

houſe; for thc-companion of Godlinefle is- Contentation: 

which, when ſhee Tomes, will bring you all things. There- 
robn.8.36. fore as Chrilt ſaith, [f the Son make you free, you ſhall bee free 
zndeed: ſo lfay,if godlinefle make yerich, yee ſhall 

— bcerich indeede. The Lord IE S VS make 
| yee doers of that yee haue 
heard, eAmen.' 
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Luke, VIII, 


19. Then came to him his Mother and Brethren,and could 
not come ncere him for the preaſe. - 

20. And it mas told bim by certaine, which ſaid:thy Me- 
ther, And Brethreg, ſtand without, and would [ee thee. 

21. but be anſwered and ſaid unto them, My Motberycs 
Brethren are thoſe which heare the Werd of God, and doct:. 


Ere is Chriſt preaching, a great Preaſe hea- 
ring, his Mother & his Friends incerrupting , 
and Chriſt againe withſtanding the inter- 
ruption, with a comfortable dodtrine of his 
mercics towards them which heare the word 

of God and doc it, When Chriſt was about a worke and ma» 

ny were oathered together to heare him the Deuill thought 
with himſelfe , as the Prieſts and Saduces did in the 
fourth of the eA#s; If I lethimalone thus, allthe world 
will follow him, and I ſhall be like Rachel, without Chil- 
dren: theretarc deuiſing the likelieſt policic to fruſtrate and 
diſgrace bur one of his Sermons, thereby co moke the peo- 


ple vnwilling to heare him againe : As hce fet Exe vpor Gen... 
eAdam, and made [obs wife his inſtrument, when hee cou!d 146.2.9, 


not fit it himſelfe : ſo heeſendeth Chriſts Mother , and put= 
reth in the minde of his Kinſmen, to come vnto him art 
that inſtant, when hee was in this holy exerciſe, and call 
ypon him while hce was preaching, to come away, and 

B 3 g0e 
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goe yvith thewe Chriſt ſceing the Serpents dealing, how -he- 
made his Mother the Temper, thar allthe. Auditory might 
goe away cwptie, and ſay where they came : VVec heard the 
man yyhichis called 7e/zzs, andhe began to preach ynto ys, 
vvith. ſuch yvords, as though hee yyould carry vsto heauen; 
bur inthe mid(t of his Sermon came his efother, and Bre« 
thrento him, that it might be knowneyyhat a kinſman they 
had : and ſo ſoone as he heard thatthey yyere come, ſudden 
ly he brake off his Sermon , and flipt away from ys, to goe 
and make merry vvith them: Chriſt, I ſay, ſceing this traine 
laid by Satan, to diſgrace him (as he doth all his Miniſters) 
did not leaue of ſpeaking, as they thought hee yyould : bur 
as if God had appointed all chis,to credit and renoyyne him, 
that vyhich yvasnoiſed here to interrupt his Doctrine, he ta- 
keth for an occaſion to teach another Dotrine, that there 
i5 ancerer coniun&ion betyveene Chriſt and the Faithfull, 
then bervyecne the Mother and the Sounc , which arc one 
ficſh. Therefore vyhenthey ſay,thy Aother and Brethrenare 
come to ſpeake with thee, he pointerh to his hearers, and 
faith, Theſe are my Mother and Brethren , which heare the 
word of Godyand doe ity as if he ſhould ſay, I hauc a Mother 
indeed vyhich brought mee forth, but in reipe& of them 
vyhich heare the wordof” God and doe it, hee is like a $ tep= 
mother, and theſe are like a naturall Mother, 

With this vviſe anſyyerc, hee quieted the Auditors, and 
madethem heare him better then they did before, For novy 
they thought vvith themſclues, vvhat man is this,vvhich lo. 
ueth vs more then his Mother ? his Mother called him, and 
yet hee vyould not goc from vs, his Brethren Ray far him, 

—_— and he maketh asif he did not knovy them, bur ſaith, Pho 75 
my IMether © who are my Brethron? 

Thus Chriſt Rood vp, as it vvere, tn an indignation 
2gainſt Satan, and ſaid ; Satan, this Sermon vvas nor begun 
for thee , neither ſhall it end for the: this vvorke yvas not 
o1e for my Mother, neither ſhall jt bee left for my Mo- 
ther, Thus he caught the deuill yvith his oyyne bait, and 
made his people more louing and attentive towards him, , 
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that which Satan thought to diſgrace him. He was fo ar- 

med with the Spirit;that lerche Deuill cempthim,or the wo= 
mantempt him,or Princes tempt him, asall is one, 

Here'are tyvo doubts, thefirſt is the difference betwecne 
che Euangeliſts : for 2farthewlaich , tharone brought this ,,y.q4.45 

meſſage, Marks and Lyke attribute ictomoe : both may ark 3.3r+ 
end, for the word which, his Mother gaue of callmg him L4k,9.20. 
forth, wasreceiued of the reft, and ſo paſſed amongtt many, | 
tillic came to Chriſt , ſo that one may be ſaid to bring this 
meſſage, becauſe one noyſedit firſt, and many may be ſaid 

to bring this meflage , becauſe many noyſed it after, 

The ſecond doubt is , becauſe Chriſt had no Brethren, 
how they ſaid, Thy brethren wonld ſpeake with thee, You © 
muſt ynderſtand, that they which are here called Chrifts 
Brethren, were his Cofins by the Mothers fide : that is , her 
Siſters children, fer there were 3, 'CAaries, andtheſe tliree 
were liſters, Mary the Virgin, Mary the Mother of Tamer, 
and eMary the Datighter of Clcophas, whole Sonnes theſe 
were : their names were James, Teſeph, Indas, and Simon : 
and they are called the Lords Brethren, becaule they were 
Kin ynto him, Therefore note, that jn holy Scripture, thcre 
be foure ſorts of Brethren : Brethren by Nature, ſo E/as and Cc2.27.39) 
Zacob are called Brethren, becauſe they had one Father, and 24%#-15+1, 
one Mother : Brethren by Nation, ſo all the Icwes are called 
Brethren, becauſe they wereof one Country : Brethren by 
Conſanguinity, ſo all are called Brethren which are of 
one family,and ſoe Abraham called Loe bis Brother,and Sa» 
rah his Siſter ,*becauſe they were of one Line : Brethren by G#-1348. | 
profeſſion, ſo all Chriſtians are called Brethren, becauſethey ©%12-13y 
arcof one Religion, Theſe are brethren of the third order, #*3: 
that is, of Conſapguinity , becauſe they were of one Fa» 
mily. 

Now, when his Mother and his Brethren, were come to 
ſee him, it is{aid, that they could not come neere him for 
the preaſe, Here yverc Auditors enow, Clift ſo lowed novy 
vvich Diſciples, that his mother could hauc no room to hearec 
him ; but after a yyhule it yvas lovy water ag1ine, V Vhen the 
: B 4 Shep= 
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Shepheard was ſtroken the ſheepewere ſcattered, when hee 
preached inthe Rrects,and the Temples, and thefields, then 
many flocked aiter him ; but when hee preached ypon the 
Croſſe, then they left him, which laid they would neuer for« 
{ake hin; then there was agreat preaſc to ſec him die, as there 
was hcere to heare him preach. And many of theſe which 
ſemed like brethren and fiſters, were his betrayers and ac- 
cuſers,and perſecuters:ſo inconſtant are we in our zeale,more 
then in. any thing elſe, Thus much of their comming and 
calling to Chriſt : now to the doctrine which lieth init, 

Here be two ſpeakers , one ſaith, Thy Mother, and thy 
Brethren are come to ſþeake vnto thee;The other ſaith, Theſe 
are my Mother & brethren which heare the word of God and 
doe it, The ſcope of the Euangelift 1s this : Firſt, rhat Chriſt 
would not hinder his doQtrine, for Mother, or Brethren, cr 
avy Kinſman : Then ro fhew that there is a neerer con- 
wncion betweene Chriſt and the Faithfull, then the Mo- 
ther and the Sonne, The firſt is written for our comfort ; 
Touching the firft, he whichteacheth ys to- honour our Fa= 
ther and Mother, doth notteach heere tocontemne Father 
and Mother, becauſe hce ſpeakesof another Mother,for it is 
ſaid, that he was obedient to his Parents. This he ſheweth,, 
when being found in the Temple amongſt the Doctors: 
hee left all, ro goe with his Mother, becauteſhee ſought him 
ſo he honoured her that he left all for her, This he ſhewed 
againe at his death, being vpon the Crofle, hee was not vn- 
mindfall of her:for poynting vnto hx, hee ſaid, Mother, 
Sehold thy Some : and poynting vnto het, heeſaid ; Behold 
thy Mother ;10o hee commended her to his beloued Diſciple 
betore hee died, Therefore, this is not a doctrine of diſobe- 
dience, but a rule how to obey, As hee taught his Daſciples 
to giue vato Ceſey, that which is Ceſars, and to God, that 
which is Gods: lo hee teacheth vs hecre to giue vnto Parents, 
that which is Parents, and to the Lord , that which is the 
Lords. When God ſaid, Honour thy Father and thy t Mother, 
hee did not giue a commandement againſt him felfe : and 
therefore hee faith, Honour me, beiore he faith, Honour them: 
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The Afinitieof the Faithſull. I'* 
The firſt Co:mmandement is , Honexr God; thefiſt Com- 
mandement is, Honour thy parents, left you ſhould honour 
your Parents before God, When Salomon bade his Mo- 
ther aske him any thing , hee fignified that the Mother 2.Kegzaoe: 
ſhould be obeyed in many things :but when he denycd his 

Mother that one thing which ſhe asked he ſheweth,that the 

Mother ſhould not bee obeyed in all things, When Chziſt 

ſaid : Tow haze but one Father and Maſter, Hee ſpeakes of 34t.23,9. 
Faith and Religion , ſhewing chat when it concerneth our 
Faithand Religion , we ſhould reſpeR but oneFather, and 

one Maſftcr,which is tbe giuer of our Faith, and the Maſter 

of our Religion. 

When Pax! ſaid, ( hildren obey your Parents in the Lord, Fpbeſs,r 
he meancs not that we ſhould obey them againft the Lord, aam.13.5. 
As, when he ſaith, Obey Princes fot conſcience ſake, he mea- 
neth not that wee ſhould obey them againſt conſcicuce, 
Therefore when it commeth to this that the earthly Father 
commandeth one thing, that the heauenly Father come 
mandeth another thing : then, as Peter anſwered the Ru- 
lers, ſo maycſt thou anſ[werethy Parents, Whether i it meet 
to obey God or you Then theſe arethe hands which thou 
muſt cut off, then theſe are the eyes which thou muſt pull 
our, orelſe they ſhould be as much vnto thee, as thy hand, 
or thine eye. | 

In Mathew 19. A.man muſt forſake his Father an1 his 
Mother to dwell with his Wife. In Zzkethe 16. Hee muſt 
forſake Father and Mother, and Wife,to dwell with Chrift : 
For, Heewhich forſaketh Father, or Mother for mee, ſhall re= Iuhtgabe. 
ceixe more,laith our Sauiour, Nay, He which doth not hate 
Father ,or Mother , or Wife for me,cannoztbemy Diſciple. 
Shewing that our loue towards God ſhould be ſo great, thar 
in reſpetof it, ourlouc toward men ſhould be buz hatred, 
Thus he which obeyed his Parents more then wee, yer would 
haucſome rule, ſome ſentence , ſome example in Scripture, 
of not obeying them too, becauſe it is ſuch a hard point, to 
know how farre they are to be obeyed, which are ſer in au-- 
thority ouer ys. 
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As none bur God ſpeckes alwayes right, ſo none but God 
muſt alwayes be obeyed : wee are not onely called rhe Sores 
of men,bat we are called the ſonnes of God, Therefore as Chrift 
an{iveced his Mother, when ſhee would haue him turne wa« 
Io,ns. ter imo wine, woman, whit haucl to doe with thee? lo wee 
ſhould an{were Father and Mother,and Brethren and Sifters, 

and Rulers,and Matters, and Wife roo, when they will vs to 

doe that which is not mcet, What haxe [to doe withyou? For 

to leaue doing good, and doe cuill, were not to turne water 

into wine, but toturoe wine 1nto Water, Peter was not Satan: 

buc-when he tempred Chcitt like Satan, Chriſt anſwered him 

K{at.15.13 ashc anſwered Satan, Come behinde me Satan:ſhewing that 
yee ſhould giue no more atcention vnto Father or Mother, 

or Maſter , or V Vite, whea they tempt vs to cuill, then we 

would giue ynto Satan, it he {hold tempt ys himſelfe, 

y» Thrice things childrenrecciucof thei; Parentcs, Life, Main- 

renance, and inſtruction, For thele three they owe other 

three : for like they owe loue, tor maintenance, they owe 
obedicnce;for inſtruction,they owe reverence ; For lite, they 

muſt bee lowed as Fathers; for naintenance they mult bee 

obeyed as Maſters; for inſtruRtion, they muſt be ieverenced 

FA asTutors, Bur as there is a King of Kings, which muſt bee 
obeyed aboue Kings, fo theie isa Farher of Fathers, which 

mult bee obeyed aboue Fathers : therefo:c ſometimes you 

muſt an{were !1ke the Sonne, when hee was bid to goe into 

hi: Fath: rs Vineyard, 1ws/ goe: and ſometime you muſt an- 

ſycras Chrilt anſwered, { maſt goe about my fathers buſines, 

VVhen two milch Kine did carry the A:ke of the Lord to 

v-Sa#6.10 Bethſhemeſh their Calues were ſhut yp athame :; becauſe the 
Kine ſhould nor ſtay, when they heard their Calues cry aſter 

them: ſo when thou goclt about the Lords buFn:fle, thou 

ſhalt heare acry of thy Father and thy Mother, and thy Bre- 

thren,and thy Sifters, and thy kindred te flay thee, butthen 
thou muſt thinke of another Father, as Chriſt rhought of 

another Mother : and fo as thoſe Kine went on till the Lord 

brought rh*m where the Arke ſhould reſt, ſothou ſhalt goe 

ca till the Lord bring thee where thou ſhaltxcRt, Ir is berter 
Go) 
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to flie from our friends, as eAbraham did, thentoftay with & 12.18. 
ſome friends, as Samſon did with Dalila, Lude 16,14 
I may ſay beware of Kinſmen; as well as our Sauiour ſaid &<- 


2 " 
7 Gea,tlts 


beware of men, For this reſpe& of couſenage made E{; his 1 $41.2. 


Sonnes Prieſts , and this reſpc& of couſenage hath made nia- \ cam Bib 
ny like Prieſts in England: this reſpe& of couſenage hath ©  * 
made Samuels ſonnes Judges, and this reſpeR of couſenage 
hath made many like Iudges in England : this reſpect of 
couſenage brought Tobias inte the Leuites Chamber: and 
this reſpet of couſenage hath brought many Gentlemen 
into Preachers liuings, which will not out againe, As Chriſt 
preferred his ſpicituall Kinſmen, ſo wepreterre our earthly 
Kinſmen, Many priuiledges, many offices, and many benc. 
fices, hauc Rooped to this yoyce thy Mother calleth thee, or 
thy Kinſmen would have thee. As this voyce came to Chriſt 
while he was labouring , ſo many ſuck yogyces come tovs 
while we are labouring. One faith , Pleaſure would ſpeake 
with you : another faith, Profit would ſpeake with you : 
another ſaith, Eaſe would ſpeake with you : another ſaith,a 
Deanary would ſpeake with you : another ſaith, a Biſhoprick 
would ſpeake with you : another faith , The Court would 
ſpeake with you, 

_ VVhena man is ina good way, andſtudieth theScripture 
to be ateacher of the Church, a voyce commeth to his care, 
as this cameto Chriſts, and ſaith : Thy friends would hauc 
thee ſtudy the Law, for by Divinity thou ſhalt attaine to 
no preferment, and thine owne flocke will vexe thee, or the 
Biſhop will ſtep thy mouth, This winde ſometimeturneth 7024s 1 
Tonas his ſailes trom Ninize to Tarſbifb,avd makes him bu- 

ry his talent, 

If he be a Diuine alrcady,& preach his conſcience, a voyce 
commeth vnto him againe, as this did to Chriſt ,@& ſaith, Thy 
friends would haue thee to be quiet, for there be ſpics which 
do note what thou fajeſt,or,there be fellowes that lye in waie 
for thy liuing: ſo ſometimes with a little igtreatie, he begin» 
neth ro draw vp his hand, and lay his finger vponhis mouth, 
2nd preach peace, when he 1s ſent with warre, Thus we are, 
cun- 
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cumbred like our Maſter, before our Sermons, and in our 
Sermons: and after our Sermons; euen of them Sometime, 
which ſhould incourage vs : and therefore as Chriſt ſaith, 
Beware of men, {o ſay], Beware of Kinſmen. 

So ſoone as the children bee borne, their Parents bring . 
them to the Temple, and baptize them, andoffer them to 


8147.19.14 God: but fo ſoone as they be able to ſerue him, they tempr 
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them awayfrom him to Law, or Phyſicke, or Merchandile, 
or Husbandrie, and had rather they ſhould bee of any Tribe, 
then of the Tribe of ZLex,which ſeructh in the Temple. Hee 
which will be hindred ſhall haue blocks enow : but we muſt 
learneto leape ouer all, As Chriſt leap:d ouer this, If wee 
ſhould leaue Father, and mother,and Wife;and Children, for 
{rift , much leſſe ſhould we care for labour, orlofle, or 
ſhame, or truble , or diſpleaſure, for wee ſhould adu-nture 
theſe for our friends, Thus much of his naturall Kindred: now 
ot his{pirituall Kindred, - 

Heere is a Genealogie of Chriſt, which CMatthew and 
Like neuer ſpeake of, As Chriſt ſaith : 7 hawe another 
bread which you know not:lo he ſaith: Thaweother Kinſmen 
whichyou know note 

Saint John writing to a Ladie,which brought vpher chil. 
dren in the feare of God, calleth her the ele& Ladie, ſhewing 
that the chicfe(t honour of Ladies, and Lords, and Princes , 
isto be cle@ of God.S. Zyke ſpeaking of certaine Berwans, 
velich receiuedthe word of God with louc,cals them more 
noble menthen the reſt: ſhewing that God counteth none 
Noble,but ſuchas arc of a nobleSpirit.As John calleth none 
elc& bur the vertuous , and Zzxke calleth none Noble, bur 
the religious : ſo Chrift callcth none his K#s/wex, but the 
righteous: and of thoſe onely hce faith, Theſe are my Iſo- 
ther and my Brethren, which hearethe word of God and doit, 

AS eAbrahams children are not counted. after the fleſh 
bur after the Spirit:So Chriſts kindred are not counted after 
the ficth but after the Spirit ; for the fleſh was not made 
after the Image ot God, but the Spirit:theretore , God is nor 


calleTthe Father of Bodies, but the Father of ſpirits. Now 
IR Ta God, 
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God which is Spirit , preferreth zthem'that are kintohim in G41.4.18; 
the Spiric, Therefore E/aw was not bleſſed becauſe he was 2% 


#9 


of 1/aacks fleſh: but acob was blefſed , becauſe hee was of 
Tſaacks Spirit, As wee louein the fleſh, ſo Chriſt lonech in 
the Spiric z therefore he callethnone his Kin/zen, bur the n 


which heare the word of God and doeit, 


It ſeemeth that Paw! thought of this ſaying, when as hee 
ſaid, Til Chriſt be formed in you: If Chriſt be formed in vs, 
as Pax ſaith,then we arc Chrilts. mother : eucryone which 
will haue Chriſt his Saujiour , mutt be Chriſts morber., The 


Viggia asked the Angel, How ſhe could beare (riſt,ſeing ſhe \Lnkt1.24 


had not known a man, So you may aske how you can bea 


Chriſt, ſeeing he is borne againe already, _. 
As there is a ſecond comming of Chriſt, fothere is a ſe- x1ae 25. 
cond birth of Chriſt, When wee are borne againe, then Luke 34+-- 


Chriſt is borne againe : the Virgin was his Merher by che 
ficſh, andthe Faithfull arc bis Mother by his Spiric : The 
Holy Ghoſt conceiued him in her , the holy Ghoft doth 
concciue him in them : hee was in her wombe,and hee is in 
their hearts : ſhee did beare hint, and they doe beare him ; 
ſhee did nurſe him,and they doe nurſe him, This is the ſe- 
cond Birth of Chriſt, As the Soule of man may bee called, 
The Temple of the holy Ghoſt, which is the third Perſon :10 
ir\may bce called, The wombe of the Sonue, which is the ſe 


cond perſon, 


Beforetheſe words it is ſaid that Chrift asked , z-ho are 
my brethrentas if hee ſhould ſay, You thinke that I am af- 
feed tomy Kinſ/menas you are, But tell you that | count 
them my kinſmen, which heare the word of Godgand do ir. To 
' ſhew that Chriſt loueth vs with an eucrlaſting loue ; hes . 
ſheweth that hce doth nar loue vs for any remporall ghiogs, 


but for that which cndureth for cuer. 


If Chriſt loved vs as //aac loued E/aw, for veniſon, then 
we might miſſe the blefling as E/ax did, But as 70h faith, 
Helowethenthetrath : ſo Chrift loueth in the truth, To louc 
in therruth, isthe true loue, Every love but this, at one 
time or other , hath turned into-hatred ; bur the true love 
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ouercommeth hatted , as the truth ouercommeth falſe. 


hood, 
Now for this foue ; Chriſt calls them' by all the names of 
loue; his Father, and his Brethren, and his Siſters, In Roxs, 


-6. they are called his Serxants; If that bee not enough, in 


Tohn the fifteenth, _ are Called br frrends; if that be not 

-cnough, in Leke the foure and rwentieth, they are called his 

brethres; if that'becnorenough , in Marke 1.they are cal- 
led bis (hildren; if that bee not cnou 2h, here they are called 
his Mother ; if that be not enough, in Carticles the fift , 
they are called 4:5 /poxe : to ſhew that hee lonerh them with 

Allloue; the Mothers lone, the Brothers loue, the Sifters 

loue, the Maiſters loue, and the Friends loue, 

If all cheſe loues could be put together, yet Chriſts lone 
excecdcth them all; and the Mother and the Brother, and 

-the Siſter, and the child, and the:kinſman, and the friend, and 

the ſeruant, would not doc and ſuffer ſo much among them 
all, as Chriſt hath done, and ſuffered for vs alone. Such a 

.Joue we kindle in Chriſt, when we heare his word; and doe 

st, that wee are as deare ynto him, as his kindred toge= 
ther. 

*.. Nowas wee are his mother , ſo ſhould wee carry him in 
our hearts as his mother did in her armes, As we are his bre- 
thren, ſo wee ſhould preferre him, as [-/eph did Beniamin, 
As wee are his Spoulc, ſo wee ſhould embrace him, as //aac 
did Rebecca : it thou be a kinſman,doelike a kinſman, 

Now wee come to the markes of theſe kinſmen, which 
I may call the armes of his houſe, As Chriſt ſaith,” By his 
all men ſoall know my Diſciples if rhty loue one another:lo 

_ Hee ſaith, by this ſhall all men know my kinſmen; if 25:y 
heare the word of God, and doe it. ; 

As thereisa kindred by the Fathers fide,and a kindred by 

the Mothers fide : fo there is a kindred of | Hearer,and a kin- 
red of doers, In Mathew itss ſaid, He which beareth the will 

f my Father, and doth it ; here itis{a1d, He which beareth 
tithe word of God, and doth it : bothare one :For his word is 

(his will, and therefore jt is called his will P/a7,r 19, 
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The Affinitieof the Faithſull. Ny 
As hee ſpake thereof doing, ſo he ſpeakes here ofa cer- 
tainc rule, which he calles,tbe p/ord of God, whereby all mens 
workes muſt be ſquared : for if I doe all the workes that I 
can to ſatisfic anothers will or mine ovene, will , it auaileth 
me nothing with God, becauſe I doc it not for God. Thete- 
forehe which alwayes before followed his owne will , when 
he was ſtricken downe and began to repent himſelfe, hee 
Pane cryedout, Lord what wilt thou haue me todo As if ag; q.. 
c ſhould ſay, I will doeno mere as mers would haue mee, 
oras the Deuill would haue mee , or according as the fleſh 
would haue mee, but as thou wouldeft haue mee. So Danid 
prayed,Teach me O Lord, to doe thy will not my will;for we 
need not to be taught.todoe our owne will, no more then a 
Cuckoo to ling cuckoo; her owne name, euery man can goe 
to.hcell withour a guide; 
Here is the rute now :.if you live by it, then you are kin. 
to Chriſt, As other kindreds goe by birth apd marriage , ſo 
this kindred gocth faith and obedience, Hearers are bur 
halfe kin, as it were in a farre degree : but they which heare 
ard dos, are called his Mother , which is the necreft kindred. 
of all, Therefore if you haue the deed, thea are you kin 
indeed : there is no promiſe made to hearers, nor toſpea« 
kers , nor toreaders; butall promiſes are made to beleeuers 
or todoers, 
If you 2ske God, who ſhall dwell in the holy mountaine; 
hee ſaith, 7be man which walketh vprightly : here are none 
but. doers. If you aske Chriſt , who hall enter into the 
Kingdomeof herucn , hee laith, Nor they whichcry Lord, 
Lord( though they cry twice Lord ) but they which des th 
will of my Father : heere arc none but doers, If you ask 
him againe , how you may-come to Heaucn ? hee faith, 
Keepe the Commandements : heere are none but doers, If 
you aske him againe , who#are blefled? hee ſaith, Bleſſe 
are they that hearethe word of God,and doe it :hexe xe none 
but doers. If you aske an Angel , who ate bleſſed ? hee 
ſaith, Bleſſed are th:y which keepe the words of this Booke : 
heere are none but doers, If vou 25ke Danid., who 
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7s The eAffinitie of the Faithfull. 
are bleſſed he ſaith , The mans bleſſed which keepeth righte: 
onſneſſe : here are none bur docrs, If you aske Salomon, who 
are bleſſed?he ſaith, The man « bleſſed which keepeth the laws 
here arenone but doers. If you aske £/ay, whoareblefſcg ? 


doers,If you aske 7ames, who are bicfſed?he faith, 7he doer 

of the word is bleſſed inhis deed;here ate none but doers, The 

bleſſing md doing run together, 

Cat any man Toud looks to bee bleſſed without obe- 
cdience , Chirift calleth Loue the greateſt Commandement ; 
but Salomen calleth Obedience, the cnd of all : as though ' 
without Obcdience all were tono end, 

When &Hfichab had got a Leuite into his houſe , Now 

1643.17.83. ( ſaith he) 7 know the Lord will be good unto me, ſceing Ihaye 
a Lenite in my houſe :{o, many think, when they haue gotten 
a Preacher into their Pariſh ,now the Lord will bee good 
vnto vs, new Chriſt will loue ys, now wee are good ſonnes, 
ſeeing we maintaine a Preacher amongft vs. But CAHichah 

| was not bleſſed for a Leyite, nor you for a Preacher : but as 

yon would hatie vs todoe as wee teach, ſo God would haue 
you co doe as you heare : for you ſhall be no more ſaued for 
hearing,than we are for ſpeaking, ; 

Gen, I, When God created the tree, hee commanded it to brin 
forth fruit : ſo, when hee createth faith, hee pes, 
it to bring forth workes, and therfore it is called aliuely 
faith, WhenourSaujour would prouc himſclfe to John, to 

Mat i1,4* bethe true Mcfſias indeed he aid to his D. ſciples,, Tel John 

". what things you hane heard and ſeene ; not onely heard, but 

L«k742, ſeenet fo, if we will prove our {clues ro be Chriflts Kinſinen 


heard, 7obn was not onely called, 7he voce of acryerbur 
ec ; foall which arc 


witines 
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The eA finitie of the Faithfull. 33 
witneſſeo fme:ſo the workes which we doe, ſhould beare wit- 
nefſe of vs : Therefore Chriſt linketh Faith and Repentance & 20 
cogetber, Repent and beleene the GeſpelsHMarke x.1 5+-Ther- Ge: 44 
fore F conclude , 7 hat which C hrift hath 10zaed, let no man ; 

ſeperate, Marke 10.9. 

Thus haue | ſhewed you Chriſts preaching, a grear preaſe 
hearing , his friends aud kinsmen imerrupting, and Chriſt 
againe withſtanding the interruption ;by this you may ſee 
what a ſpite the Deuill hath to hinder one Sermon: there= 
fore no maruell though he cauſe ſo _ to be put to filence : 
no maruell, though he ſtand fo againſt a learned Miniſtery : 
no maruell though heraiſe vp ſuchſlanders vpon Preachers - 
, no macuell though hee write ſo many bookes againſt the 
; Chriſtiangouernment in the Church :no maruell though hee 
a make ſo many non-refidents : no maruel] though hce ordaine 
- ſo many dumbe Prieſts : for theſe make him the God of this 

world , the Deuillis afraid that oneSermon wilt conuert vs, 


b and wee are not moued withtwentie : ſo the devill thinketh #1 
's better of ys then we arc. 
e Againe by this you may learne how to withſtand tempta. 
(x tions : whether ic be thy father which tempteth , or thy mo- 
ther which tempreth', or thy brother which tempteth, or 
thy ſiſter which tempteth , orthy kinfman which temprerh, 
FP or ruler whichtemptch, or Maſter which tempteth ; or wife 
y which tempteth, As Chriſt would not know his Mother 
4 againſt his Fathcr : fo- thou ſhouldeſt not know any father , 
bs or mother, or brother, or ſiſter, ox friend, or kinſman, or mz 
it ſter,or childe,or wfic againſt God, | | 
n If the mothers ſute may be refuſed ſometime, a Noble. 
1s mays -Letcer may bee refuſed too : hee that can rturne his 
It hinderance toa furtherance, as our Sauiour did here, maket! 
oe vs of euery _— Againe by this you may learne, how 
to chooſe your friends, As Chriſt counted none his kinſ- 
"36 men, but ſuch as heare the wordof G O D, and doeit: is 
*þ weeſhould make none other Familiars , bur ſuch as Clyiſt 
ie counteth his kinſmen. Againe, you may ſee the diflerence 
mg - b:tweene- Chriſt and the _— Chrilt calleth the _ 
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his kinſmen, bee they neuer ſo poore, and weſcotne to call 
the poore our kinſmen, berhey never ſo honeſt ; ſo proud is 
the ſeruanc aboue his Mafter, Againe by this you ſee how 
Chrift is to be loued : for when hee calleth vs his mother, he 


ſhewes vs the way to louchim as a mother; for indeed hee is 


the mother of his mother , and his brerchren roo, Againe,by 
this, all vauncing and boaſting of kindred is cutoff. Glory 
not, in thac thou haſt a Gentlemanto thy Father, glory not 
chat thou haſt a Knight to thy brother, but glory that thou 
haſt a Lerd to thy brother. Hee which calleth «Abraham his 
father, fried in hell , becaute God was not his father, If Afary 
might not be proud of ſuch a Soune as Chriſt, much lefle may 


-you bragge of any friend,or ſonne that you haue, 


Againe, by this you may know, whether you be kinto 


'ChriR : as thoſe Prieſts were ſhut out of the Temple which 


could not count their genealogie from eLarey,ſo they ſhould 
bee ſhut our of Heauen that cannot reckon their pedegree 
from Cbriſt, Herc are the Armesnow , whereby you may 
ſhew of what houſe you come; /f you heare the word of God 
and doe it : then Chriſt faith voto you as hee ſaid vnto them; 
Theſe are my Mother, and my brethren, and my Sifters : 
You women are his S:#ers, and you men arc his Brethren: 
If you beChrifts Brethren, thenarc you Gods Sonnes, and 
if you be Gods So2xnes, then are you his Heires, for all Gods 
Senxes arecalled Heres, Rem 8.7. 

Laſtly by this you may Know the Deuils kinſmen: and 
therefore Chrift ſaich, You are of your father the Denill. 
Shewing that the Deuill and the wicked are as neerc kin, as 
Chriſt and the faithfull. 

Now,as Damid laith, Seemerh it a light thing unto you to be 
the ſonof a King, ſeeing I am a poore man,and of ſmall repu-= 
cation? So may I ſay, fecgneth it a light thing co you, to bee 
the Sonnes of the King of Kings, ſceing you arc poore men, 
and of Small reputation ? it is Counted a great honour to 
Abraham, Iſaac,and Tacob,that God was not aſhamed to be 
calledtheir God . What an honour then js this , that God is 
not aſhamed to be called our Father ?pay our Brother? 
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If che Iſraclites had ſuch care to match with the ſeruants 
of Go:*, what a bleſsing is this ro marry with the Soune of 
God? Therefore if any affe& rich Kinſmen. or great marri- 
ages : here is a greater then Sa/omon, marry thou him: This 
kinfman of ours is now gone vp inro heauen, that wee may 
haue a friend in Court, | | 

T1oſeph defired the Butler toremember him wheg he flood Ger.10.14 
before Pharaoh, and he forgot him, though he had pleaſured G#-4314+ 
him. But a thiefe deſired Chriſt ro-remember him, when hee 
came into his Kingdome, and he received him into Paradiſe 
the ſame day, though he had alwayes offended:toſhew that 7,4.13,45%- 
though we haue beene as bad as theeues , yet we may haue : 


| hopein Chriſt, Therefore, now we may conclude, You haue 


heard the word , if you goe away and doc it, then you are 
the Mother, Brethren ani S:fers of the heauenly King; 
to whom with the Father and the holy Spirit, 
bc all praiſe, maieftic, and dominion, 
now and euermore, 
eAmen. 


76 
The declaration of Henry Stnith , tothe Lord Indges, how 
he found, and how he left Robert Dickons, 


When I came fiiſt to Mansfield with your Honours Pre- 
cept, ound this Reb. Dechons in theſe and like opinions, 
which hepreſumed he would hold ynto death, 

E ſaid that hee had. ſeene throe viſions by an *Ange! 
which ſhewed him ſtrange things , promiſed himrare 
gifts, and power to comes | 

He ſaid that the eAngellcalleqhimElias, wherewpon he af- 
firmed that the Propbecte of Malachy remanes to be fulfilled 
in him. 

He ſaid that the Aurel toldhim,that he ſhoula bea Leaper 
two yeere, and a Bondman eight yeeres. : | 

He auonched that his Father ſhould be caſt oucr snts ig= 
norance, and that all he had ſfpould periſh. 

He anuched that there ſhould be netther battell nor dearth 
in his Country for eight yeeres, which z.the time of bs ſermice 

He pretended that after two yeares,hu time ſhould come to 
preach,and that no man ſhould be able to confound him. 

But before I left him( as the Werdof God doth alwayes ex- 
erciſe hu naturall power ) he pronounced before vs all, Now 1 
am conuerted by Scripture : whereupon he requeſted me to ſet 
downe hu recantation , which he vitered in theſe words. 


The Confeſſion of Robert Dickens , vpon the firſt 
dayes Examination. 


T Didbelcene my viſions tobe true before I heard the $ crip= 
tures proue the contrary, andnow I efteeme them but a de= 
Iuſzon of Satan, therefore 1 deſire tobe ſet to learnin g,for my 
owne ſaluation, and for the edifying of m y Brethren, Witneſſes 
Will. DabridgecourtEſq; Henry Smith, Edward Immins, 
Will. Whalcy, Hugh Peace his Maſter and a number moe. 
Robert Dickons. 


Thi (Itraft)he [bake vnfainedly. And for ſo mach as his de- 
fre to learn u commendable, his gifts not common to menof 
bus 
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The Examination. 7 
his degree,as your W/dome ſhall better fee if you talk with him 
alone. 1 leane this motion to your Hononrs good Conſideration, 
which can beſt ##dge how-to quench, or how tokindle ſuch 
ſpatkes, The loſt ſheepsis found. Henry Smith, 
Robert Dickens confeſſion ypon my ſecond Examination , 
wherein hee declareth, that hee had noviſions arall, buc 
that he coynedethem, and to what end, 
The marter of the firlt Viſion, 
F Did ſee vpon Valentines day was eight yeers, greene leaues 
which was ſtrange inwinter,for which cauſe 1 brogght the 
home, and the leanes of the ſame Oaks in ſummer | Rn 
red, it chanced at the ſame time,to thunder and lighten : after 
this I was viſited, as pleaſed God, for two yeeres, 
The marrer of theiccend ol. 
Onre yeeres after ] dreamed much like to the matter of the 
firſt viſion,and the ſame night it chanced to lighten. ( Tet 
of this I take God to be my Indge) I found aleafe Printed in 
my chamber next morning, with thoſe [ix ſentences, ſaning 
onely the firfFine iwhich leafe, vnleſſe it was loft out of my 
fellowes bookes, I know not how it came. 
The matter of the third Viſion. 
Ss time twelue moneth, 1 ſaw light inthe ſhop alone, 
whereat Twas aſtoniſhed & imagining with my ſelfe what 
ve ſhould meane, it came into my head to tell my fellowes which 
care in & found me afraid, that 1 had ſcene an eAngell in a 
flame of fire, which called mee Elias, bad me write allthat [ 
had [eene & heard : herenpon I remembring my former ſights 
C dreames,thought to make me ftrange vnto men /o turned 
al that which Thad ſeene, as if God had ſhewed me viſions : 
Here 14 all the matter and ſummeof my [ſuppoſed viſions. 
Tothis Confeſſion T take God for my Tudgezar [Hall be ſaned 
n the latter day : but to theather 1 nexuzr ſwore, though 
WAS neuer ſo often axamined, b- 


Robert Dickons, 
Vpon thishe yeelded yp his Bookes into my hands, which 
I haue and keepe; and now hee hath nothing to ſhew for 
cthatfalſcticle, Henry Smith, 


C 2 The 


Luke Fo 


241.34. 


lobnToe, 
Fobx <0 
Exe 2. 


zbz 7. 


Acts b, 


1s found, 


I. Ioun 41. 
DProme the ſpirits, whether they are of God, or:n0« 


Either roo bold, nor too credulous , as oh 
| ſent eo. Chriſt, are thou he that commeth, or 
look we for annther?Soſend I vnto him which 
callethhimſelfe £/;as , art thou hee which 
wasprophecied, or is he come alrcadie £ But 
will £kas anſwere as well for himſclfe , as 
Chriſt proued his authoritie to 7oh» ? Goc your way and 
bring word againe to John awhac things ye haue ſeene and 
heard, how that the blinde ſee againe, Thelame goe, the lca- 
pers arecleanſed, the deafe heare, the dead riſe, the poorere=. 
ceive the Gofpell. Theſe rokens the Lord vied for an an» 
ſer, becauſe he wonld not chat men ſhould indanger their 
ſaluation, to beleeue euery man chat calleth himlelte Chriſt, 
or Elias, or a Prophet,vnlefſe he ring the teftimouy of the 
Holy Ghoft in fulnefle of power » therefore hee requireth 
himſelfe,if I do-not the workes that no man doth, belecue me- 
not, Therefore he ſaith againe, The workes that I doe, beare 
witnefle of me, that the Father hathſent me : therefore ir is 
written, All that heard him, were aftonied at his vnderſtzne 
ding 2nd anſwers :therefore the ſeruants came backe : and 
could not bring him, bur told the Pharifies how their hearts 
wereſtricken, No man euer ſpake as this man ſpeakes, Ther= 
foreit is written of Stephexgthey coli not refiſt his wiſdom 
andthe ſpirit by which hee ſpake ; Therefore the DES 
if wou] 


The loft Sheepe is found - 

' would not receiue Pax! before Barnabas 6 miner of 41% 
him : Therefore all the Prophersprophecied of Cheifts com. £3 
ming, that when hee camie we ſhould know him,and receiue - 
our ſaluation: therefore Chriſt hath foretold ys all the tokens 
af his ſecond comming, and all the fignes which ſhall goe be 
fore bis day of iudgement ; and as he had left noth ingour, he - 
faithin a fultconclufiou take heede, let no'man deceiue you, Mar.13-12 
lhaue ſhewed you all things before. But what hath Z/5as 
done?or what hath E/ia ſpoken? or who cannot diſpute with 
Eliat?or who giueth witnes of Elsas? or whohath propheci- 
ed of Elias?or who hathreceiued E/4a5? or who hath {aid of 
atruth this is a Prophet? O how neceflary had it been , that 19hn 7.4% 
Chriſt amongf all other tokens of his comming,ſhould cſpe- 

Cially haue notcd ynto vs that EZ7zas thatgrear Prapher thie 
crier,that trumpet, that deſtroyer,that oah,that Zor,that fol © 
dicr of the Lord, that Sonne of righteowſnes, that man which | 
no man ſhall accuſe of fin, if therehad bin any ſuch to come? i, 
ſure we would haue reſpeRed more that figne, th all the reſt, 

Bur ſo ir is that Chriſt hath forewarned vs of many falſe Pro. 

phers, but of any one fingular prophet of God, he hath notin Marazs 
all his rokens once remembred, Alas, ©/5as where waſt thou 

that the Lord did ſo forget thee? hath the Lord reuealed all 

tokens ynto vs,& yet wilt thou be a tokenabouenumber!He 

that commerh in without his weddinggarmenc, ſhall be thruſt 

-out,& ſhame ſhall come vpon him which is without ſhame, 

Is icenough for our beliefe, ro ſay,that an Angell called azz: 12, 
thee Elias? Sathanis tranſformed into an Angel of light : 
ſearch theſcriptures,ſaith Chriſt, thoſe be they which teltifie 
of mee. Willit excuſe Adam,tolay the womandeceiued me ? 
Benot deceiued, ſayth Chriſt: ifan Angel from heauen teach 
you any other doQtrine then this, belceue him not': he whom Gaz 1.8; 
God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the words of God, If ye continue in 
my word, thenare you my very diſciples : he which hath the ow 4 

ift of Pcophecie, let himhaue it according to thefaith. You 

Lows are in true religion:if thou wert E/zas, thou wouldeſt RemiÞy , 
tet vs ſo continue, Why are we inthe truc Religion? becauſe 
we truly belecue the Scriptures : but the Scriptures ſoplain 
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40 The loſt 1Sheepe is faund+ 
lie ſo often, ſo vehemently poyut ynto vs, that £447 is-come 
alreadie, that now. We cannot beleeue him thar calleth him- 
ſelfe Elias, voleſſe we falfifie the word of God, Y ou therefore 
which ſay wee ſtand in thetruefaith, and yet would inueigle 
vs from the faith which wee dochold, to belecue Contrary ts 
his infallible Word, hauc a ſecret meaning to call vs ro one 
hereſie after another,. which hee may cafily dos, whoſoeuer 
can proue the Sonne of mana lyer, and goe vnder the name 
\#1:9.54 of Elias. Iris hard for thee to kicke againſt thepricke.Ready 
ſee, and behold . how the Spirit concents again(t thee: I ſay, 
Matt7, voto you that Elzas iscome already, and they knew him not, 
* * but haue done to him whatſocuer they lied, 
All the Prophets and the Law it felfe prophecied vits 
Mal Hobn;and if ye will beleeytit, this is £/:45 which was for to 
core : he that hath eares to heare , lec him heare. Elias ve- 
Marke3. rily when hee commeth, firſt reſtoreth allchings;butl ſay vn- 
262:,14-I% to you, Elias is come, and they hauc:done vnto him what 
they would, as it is wxittenoof him: /oþx ſhall goce before him 
in the Spirit and pewsr of E/ias,to turne the hearts of the fa- 
thers to their Children, W hat ſay youto all theſe which beare 
witneſſe againſt you ? Docall the Euangeliſts ſpeake in Pa- 
rables? was not E/zas come, becauſe-they: knew him not ? 
If theScribes and Phariſees had taken 7ohn for Elias, then 
iob:3> would you haue ſaydthecauſc is plaine: for all menbelceue 
lobs*s. that Elas is come. But now. the Scribes knew him not : 
though Chriſt ſay, he is come, yet you will not know him : 
what isthis bat to con'eſle the Scribes , and deny Chriſt? 
Rm.1z, You therefore, which ſpeakenor the words of God, arc not 
ſent of God : you which continue notin his ſaying, are-not 
his Diſciple, you which. prophecic not accordivg to-the 
faith, hauenot therighrtgitt of Prophecie. This is the fen- 
tenceof truth, vader which it E/zasfall,all the falſe Prophets 
c2n10t raiſe him yp againe, 

Now ſhew thy tcſtimonie E{;as, thou art of age, an- 
| fyycr for thy ſelfe. How -many Eliaſes will you make ?-or 
| <p of what E/5as did Chriſt ſpeake?-his Diſciples vnderftcod 
$9. himef John, for ynto him the Iewes had. done whar ay 

wou 
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would :or what Z/ias was to bec fulfilled ? nothee that was 
prophecicd ?or what E/;as did the Scribes thinke ſhould firſt: 
come, before the Sonne of man ſhould riſe fromthe dead ? 
orto whar propheſic did they. teane, why they ſhould loeke 
far Elias? did they nor fandvpon the propheſic of EMa/a- 
chie; Yea no queſtion, for.rhey hadno other to truſt ynto'; 
but Chriſt made anſwere co his Diſciples, that Z /ias which 
the Scribes looked for, was' come alteady :therefore the Mala. 5; 
Elias of Malachie was come already:for they knew no other 
but of CHalachie: and the Apolilesasked him, in their mea- 
ning, to giue anſwere vnto the Scribes, 1f-Chriſt ſay, Z/zas is Hattie: 
come already, doth he not meane that Z/:ias which was pro- 
phecied and expeRed, is come already , that the Scripture You haue 
might be found true No truth can ſay that hee meant any 25th 
other.chen if Elias which was prophecicd, be come already, x15, as 
how canſt thou be hee which was prophecied © The Apoſtles the Iewes, 
faid, the Scribes looked for E1:as; Chriſt ſaid E/5aris come that 
alreadie: is not this as much as if hee had ſaid, Let them looke _—_ | 
for him no more, tor hee that is come (hall not come againe : Mary is 
if wee were mow to lookefor another, he that comes not in ar x1jas,wher: 
the doore, is not the right ſhepheard, and you. are as worthy heſaid, Z- 
to be vyclcome, as he which comes before he be bidden : but © £4, la- 
if you had dane wiſely, you would haue come betore Chrift, a 
ere he had broachcd theſe things tothe people , then-if you Plal.vf 29 
had made this tale, and framed yaur matters cunningly, per- Tobw-20: 
haps ſome credufous perſon would haue ſaid : This may be *© 
Elzas, If Chriſthad not come when Chrift came, then Saint Antith 
Patriche had beene Chriſt.Can you not be content tothinge #491191 
as the Apoſtles did > ſureit is, they knew not that any E- 
{as ſhouldariſe in thoſe dayes, butaccounted the Prophecie 
of Malachie fulfilled, when they heard Chriſt giue ſentence 
thereof, and they all in one ſpirit vaderſtood him of John. 
Furthermore all che Prophets praphecied to 7oþn,but after M719 & 
Tobn wercade of no Prophet bur the Miniſters of the Lord, *®"'» 
Sothat if you will interpret a Prophet as they were inthe old 
law, by this ſettence, you cannor b* a P ropher,but if you ſay, 
that placc of Cathy is. not ſoo bee ynderſiood, then you 
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muſt needs conſtrue it- thus : that all the Prophers prophecied 
to /ohn; thar is, that all, which any of the Prophers ſayd to 
Elias, they > en in meaningto lohn,/&(o Malachies 
prophecie istulfilled in 7obn. Thus Mathew conftructh him- 
ſelfe in che next verſe, ſaying, This ohn, ro whom the Pro- 
phers prophecied, is the E/zas which was to come. 

You grantthat Joh hadthe {pirit, the power and office 
of Elias, 2nd that he did fulfill bis duties Rand there,for in 
this poynt Lukes words doe agree with the words of I/a- 
tichie. Now demand Iofyou,whether names bee any thing 
with God,, -and when the Spirit prophecied a Prophet, 
whether he prophecied the name, or the office and the power? 


© Chriſt had faith, they which dothe works of Abraham, are 
- Childret) of e4braham, and none butthey. So when A7ala- 


chie prophecied, that E£/;as ſhould come, hee meant nor that 
Elias which was taken vp ina fiery Chariet,ſhould deſcend 
againe, butthat one ſhould come 1n the ſpiric and power of 
Elias, a8 Lake interpreteth che Prophet, ſaying, He ſhall goe 
before himin the ſpirit and power of E/ias. The prophecie 
is fulfilled, when the ching propheciedis come to paſle , arid 
that is done which is ſpoken, Hee isnot a Prophet that 
beares the name of a Prophet, but he that hath the ſpirit and 
power, and doth the office of a Prophet. But if your name 
be E/ias,why were you notſo called from your birth? if you 
be El5asatal,you are Elias alwellar one time as at anothet, 
Elizabeth could not chuſe but calther ſonne /ohn. Marie 
was warned before ſhe was dcliuered, to call her fruit /:f, 
Your Angell ſpeakes tonone butro your ſelfe. Makes God 
Prophets in ſuch ſecret ? The holy Ghoſt lightnerh ypon 


-Chrift in the likeneſſe of a Douc, that 7ohn might ſee and 


beare witneſſe: Pax was fiickendowne tothe ground in the 
fight of all his companions,a voyce came from heauen thar 
the people heard, and Teſus anſwered, This yoyce was not 
becauſe of me, but for your ſakes : but of this Angel! 1 may 
fay, he which intendetheujll harerh light. Bur ſobx (aid I am 
not £/:as : hefaid well, for EF/i45 was taken vp into heauen, 
and nothing was prophecied to come againe, but oue inthe 
ſpiric 
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ſpirit and power of E/5as,(33 Þ haueproued before) and this 
was /obn, but hee would nor call himſelfe E/;as, notfay he 
came inthe ſpirit and power of Elias, though God had giuen 
him both his ſpirit and power. Fhis was /obns modeſtie, to 
humble himſelte, as Chriſt 4duanced him :ſo he faid,;l am 
not a Prophet, and yet he was a Prophec,atd more then a 
Propher. Thou child+(faith his Father) ſhalcbe calleda Pro- 
phet of the higheft.So little, /obn reſpeted the name of £15as 
or of a-Prophet.Pur are the Prophets of theold Teſtament, 
or the Prophets of the new; Teſtament to bee fulfilled inour 
dayes? Ithought the Prophets had determined about Chrift, . 
and that Chriſt had prophecied of ys:thus $,PAax/caughr the | 
Hebrewes before Elzas crme:hold faſt E/;as,for if this betrue BebLye © 
thy ___— is butſhort, But Fcome nearer ynto you, do 
you belecue as Saint Zobn, as a Prophet,or an Apoſile? Then 
youcan ſhew me your faith by your workes. Theſe rokens Markt6.. 
ſaich Chriſt, ſhall follow chem that beleeue : They ſhall caſt 
out devils in my name, they ſhall ſpeake with tongues, they 
ſhall drive away Serpencs:if they drivke poyſon ic ſhall nor ; 
hurt.chem, andthey ſhall heale theficke, by laying 0n-their : 
hands. If you cannot doe all theſe, or none of theſe, then I j 
may belecue as well as E/cas: ſhall he that is full ofthe holy Lukt.194- 
Ghoſt be vnable to yecld one token of faich? hold faſt E/jas, 
But whether you be a true Prophet or afalſe, yet you ſhall 
haue- power to caft out Deuills, for thefalfe Prophers ſhall 
come vnto mee(ſaith Chriſt )aod ſhallfay, wee haue caſt out 
deuils incby name.Bur if tho'1 be bur a pertifogger, and haue 
no cunning, bur ſet a face on things,then tak» heede how you 
adiuretheſeſpirits, leaſt they turne vypon you againe, and ſay, 
Teſus I know, & Elias Fknow, but who art thou® Truly £/as 
make account of this,that whomſoeuer thou ſerueft, the ſame 
ſhallpayto thee thy wages. Yet a lictle nearer to you, you ask 
your brother, as I read in a peece of aletter,ynderyour name, 
If I be 2 falſe Prophet,what falſe dorine hane | taught 2in- 
deed if you were the P:ophet of God;the holy Ghoſt ſhould 
ſpeake within you, and che ſpirit of truth ſhould leade you 1oþy 16%, 
wioallcrwh, as itis wricten, Andif you had the ſpirit of Luke 114 
; 2 Tohn 
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Tohw, as Tohn had of Elzas,then you ſhall be full of the Ho=" 
ly Ghoft from your mothers wemb,The Propherof God can- 
not ſpeake, but that which-God puts into his mouth; but you 
errc'& that againſt God,& againſt his Word, and yer you aske 
whart falſe doQrine hane 1 taught 7 Firſt, you call 'your ſelte 
Elias, to which now I ſay no more, but fet you rheenſame 
ple of Chriſt, which you ſhould follow. If I beare witnes of 
my ſelfe,my witnefle is not true, You preſume further , that 
Chrift deſcended into hel} both in ſoule and-bodie : which is 
fo abſurd, that neither, either Proteſtant or Hereticke, auou- 
ched : the Creede faith plainely, his'body was buried, andit 
in this Article we doe not belceve truly, how ſay youthat we 
are in the true religion, which arenot yet come tothe knows 
ledge of our ſaluation ? you auouch Rifly that the Patriarkes 
bctore. Chrift remained in hell ; where was no darkenefle but 
light: I ſtand not to refell abſurdities, T rather looke for your 
proofethen youro expe my confutation ; ſome haue ſaid, 
1m eAbrahams bolome, ſome in Limbo Patrum, ſome in Hea= 
uen, and fomiein hell:bur ſhew me Scripture, or one Doctor, 
or true Profeſſor fince the werld began , which cuer faid as 
Elias faicrh. Did the Angell rellyou this? aske him when 
you talke with him againe , where this delicate hellis , and 
to whatpurpole it ſcrueth , ſince Chriſt fetched his Patri- 
arkes forth of 1t, You ſay that Chriſt knew all things ſauing 
the day of reſurreRion : which will nor Rand with his 
hurnanitie, forſo he.knew not all things,now with his Deitie, 


' for ſo knew the day of reſurrection, and all things elſe, In 


Se 


3.7 beſ 2+3e< 


this poynt you ouer-ſhoort your ſelfe for want of learning 
to diſtinguiſh of the two natures in Chriſt, whereby Iper- 
cciue there is nothing in you , but that which is ofPraQice, 
and you know no more then you haue learned arSchoole, 
You peruert thewords of Mathew 17, Heſaith Elsas ſhall 
firſt come and reſtore all things : you ſay, £/5as ſhall come 
and deftroy all things, and ſovpon a falſe foundation you 
ground a buſie argument to no purpoſe : Shall this be your 
procecdings to fallifie the truth toproue a lye?what doQtrine 
is this chat ſhall deftroy all chings? Antichrilt is calledthe ſon 

of 
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of perdition, becauſe hee deftroyeth other, and ſhall be de- 


ftroyed himſclfe, Mypower faith Part, is toedification nor Gal.lto, | 


to deſtruction: confirue thy words wilely , for if the ſheepe 


heare his voyce , they will thinke that the Wolfe comes ra» , 


rherthen the'truc Shepheard, Did Iohathy office , and did 


henot deſtroy ? Had [hn thy power, and could heenot des . 


Rroy ?n this word allthy doarine is manifeſt ; if Mathew 


fay deſtroy, then £/z4s doctrine ſhall Rand for truth ; bur if £44 117% 


Mathew ſay (Reſtore )then E1ias ſhall be content to goe 
for a falſe Prophet, becauſe thou haſt changed the truth in- 
to alie, Youpropheſic that your father ſhall be caſt ouer in- 
to ignorance, and all that he hath ſhall periſh, Now E/zas ex- 
pounds how he meaneth to deſtroy , and firſt hee beginnech 
with his Father : O miſerable childe for whom his Father is 
accurſed : was Joby B apriſts Father caſt ouer into ignorance ? 
was Mary accurſed ? did their cattell periſh ?No, thou ſhalr 
haue ioy and gladnefſe, faith Gabriel to Zacharias: Eliza- 
beth wasfilled wich the holy Ghoſt, faith Zake, Bleſſed arc 
thou among women, faiththe Angell, Is ic true E/zas? this 
will goe hard onthy fide. You would beare men in hand, that 
neuer plague,'nor dearth, nor earthquake, nor waters ſhall 
rouch your country, {o long as you continue amongſt then, 
Fhis is more then euer was granted Chrift : whatthall wee 
think?rhey promtle libertie, ſaich Peter, and they themſclues 


are bond ſeruants. Ah Lord God (faith Jeremy ) behold the Jer. 14-134 


Prophets ſay to them , yee ſhall not ſee the {word , neither 
hal famine come ypon you, but I will giue you affured peace 
inthis place, Thenthe Lord faid ynto him , they propheſic 
lies in my name, | haue nor ſent them, 1 ſpake not to them, 
but they prophefie vnto you a falſe viſion, a diuination, a 
vanitie, a deceitfulneſſe of their owne heart, agd they them- 
felues ſhall perith by the plagues,” rom which they exempr 
their Countrey, without my commandement. You auouch 
that religionis moſt fincerely profeſſed, and throughly pur- 
ged from-ceremoniesin England : Now I would that E/ias 
were not afalſa, Propher, But here I deſcrie, that £/jas the 
Propher knoweth not what is done beyond ſeas, No £/1as, 
Ceneua 
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Wer Pan!, and looke on them that yyalkeſo, as ye hane vs 


Genena is yet to learne.of England, 1 would all the wiſe. 
dome of Elias could moue England to leaine of ber figer: 
Genenua, then ſhould we-haue more Religion, and lefle Cere. 
monies. 

You pretend that Ca/xin was agood man,and yet in your 
Article of Chrifts deſcent , you make him a plaine repro- 
bare, for he neuer belecued as E/5as doth, You terme your 
three apparitions, viſions , andyet you doe ſay they were 
true; wherein you will beguile your felfe, becauſe you goe 
further then your knowledge : you know not whata vifion 
meaneth : but reade ,- and you ſhall finde that viſions are 
falſe. Though El/:z4as make a mingle mangle of truths, and 
ſcemings rogether , as though you could dreame and bee 
awake :cither all muſtbee a viſien; 'or part of a viſion, all 
truth, orno truth. You lay your ſoule was takenfrom yeur 
bodie : indeede Saint Pax! durſt not ſay ſo, It any man 
ſhould thinke of. him , aboue that which hee did ſee him ro 
bee, and that he heard of him : but Elas had neede (peake 
for himfslfc,for no man will ſpeake for him, But Chriſtſaith, 
the word which I ſpeake is not mine, but the Fathers which 
ſent mee, Marke the ſtrong reaſons of our new Propher, 
hce proues not as wee doe,by /creptumeFft, but doth ſpeake 
23 one that hath ſome authoritic , [pſe d:xit. For how 
would: you hauc him proue elſe that hee vyalked vypen the 
clouds , and that the roofe opened to let foorth his ſoule? I 
feare his times not yer come to prouethis by Scriprum eſt, 
Bur what ſaith Pax ? Say I theſe things of my ſelfe ? ſaith 
not the Law the. fame alſo? This gcere will not hold, £/:as 
you did not looke well at the knitting, how theſe things 
would agree, 

Pax! refraineth to glory of himſelfe, becauſe men ſhou\d 
not account him aboue that which they ſaw in him : Elias 
boaſteth himſelfe of ſecretvifions, becauſe hee would that 
men ſhould account of hira aboue that which they ſee in him 
to be Chriſt would not beknown before his time, El5as will 
be a prophet beforehe can prophecie, Be yeollowers of me 
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for an exawple:thereforc; faſhion thy ſeifero Payl, andwee 
will looke on thee z for hee chat commendeth himfcifc is not 
allowed, but he whom the Lord commendeth, Is this man 
likely to have revelations , 'which-cannot reucale any more 
vmto vs then wee know? God did beare witnefle vnta the 
doctrine of the Apoſtles, with ſignes and wonders ; diuers- Heb-2« 
miracles and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, Is &kas alſo among 
the Apoſtles? Well:he is the caſt of the Apoſtles, wee will 
not looke for wonders, we will craue buttrurh. 

The Prophet which ſpeaketh a word which I haue not 
ſpoken, ſhall die : and if chou thinke inthy heart,how ſhall 
we know the word which the Lord hath not ſpoken ? marke 
if the thing bee not, nor come to paſſe, then the Lord hath 
not ſpoken, but preſumption, . 

Is it come to paſſe thatthe word of Hatthew,reſtore,is © 

turned todeſtroy?Is it come to paſle, that Exg/andis before 
Genexa in fincere profeſſion? weſee(alas) it is notſo : there= 
fore we know the Lord hath nor ſpoken to this man, bur 
he ſpeaketh of himſelfe , therefore thou ſhalt not bee afraid 
of him, faith-God, You were ficke as nature inclined; and 
you ſay that the Angell prophecied yeu ſhould bee a Leaper: 
you were bound prentiſe as others bee, and you ſay the 
Angell prophecied you ſhould bea bond-man : your Coun - 
trie hath done well, as many moe; And you fay the An- 
gellprophecied it ſhould fare well for your ſake, This is to 
prophecie of the weather, when the time is paſt. Whocan- 
net haue enough of ſuch Angells, if men- would. beleeuc 
. them? yet Haxno wrought with,more credite then this, hee 
taught birds to fing , Hanne is a God , and when they 
had learned their leflon, hee lets them flic in the ayre, and _ 
whereſoeuer they came, they cryed. anno is a God. This 
had ſome miraclein it, but Z/:4s will face ys out with a card 
of tenne. 
This is but a young Deuill. You affirme , that at the de= 
fire of the proud , EZ/zas is beheaded : this is Propheri- 
cie indeede, it pafſeth my vnderftanding, The Spirit of 


truth ſpeaketh plainely to edifie in truth , and giuerh vn=- 
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derſtanding to the ſimple, bur rhe Spirit of Sathanleadeth 
mens mines, to conſtrue -his-{aying as they liſt, that vader 
ambiguous words hemight ſow erronious opinions, & con. 
rentionamongl men, Thelearethe Wels without water, or 
thoſe which bce deepe that men can draw no water out of 
them, This ſentence cannot bee verified , vnlefſe you make. 
fohyu Elias: andſe we reeciue your /#bmittimus : fee how 
Satan ſhall betaken in his owne ſnares. You demand con- 
fidently, If I bee a falſe Propher;W hat euill cuer haue ] do2c? 
or where is the pzrſon that cam accuſe mee of ſinne ? Chriſt 
might very. well ſay ſo., which had power and raigned ouer 
finne: but Eltas is a man ſubie& ro infirmities,as we are,ſo 
laith James: But was there any Prophet or Apoſtle whom 
man could not accufe of ſfinne ?O. Salomen thou walt not 
the wiſeſt man, if a childe be wiſer then thou.O Daxid,thou 
waſt not a man afrer Gods owne heart,if thy heart werenot 
2s pure, and thy life as holy asa ſimple Prentiſes ; ifno man 
rebuke thee of finne, thou haſt no faithfull friend, if no man 
could accuſe thee before, now I accuſe thee of ſinge, thou 
haſt made thy-ſelfe wiſer then the wiſcft, and thou halt ſaid, 
] 2m purer-then hee which isa man after Gods owne heart. 
Woe bee to that holinefle 'which leadeth in hypocrifie vn- 
to damnation. Inaced Þ heare wellof your conuerſation to- 
wards all men, and I am heartily ſorry, that ſuch a good life 
fhould imnart credite ynto a-falſe doftrine : I lament that 
the wiſedome of the fleſh ſhould be readierto godly works 
then the wiſedom of the ſpirit. It may pitty a good heart that 
2 bodie ſo well mortified from finne, ſhould nat bauc a ſpi. 
ritfiteed vnto'ir. But what doe you thinke of theſe falſe 
Prophets? ſhall they not make aſhew of Godlineſſe ? ſhall 
they not tet forth a kinde of good workes, (as the Papiſts doe 
zo merithezucn ? ) yea, no doubt, elſe Chriſt would never 


421-2337 hae ſaid, They will bee able (ific were poſſibl) to ſeduce 
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theelet, Saran himſelfe is tranſformed into an Angell of 
light, therefore it isno greatthing if his Miniſters be cranſ- 
formed into the Miniſters of righteouſneſſe, The damſcll 


cryed after Paud and Barnabas, Theſe men are the ſeruants 
of 
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of the moſt high God;whichThew wats vithe Way of falua-! 
tion.and yer ſhe had a foule ſpirit; /xdas Kiſſed; andyerhee” 
betrayed ; Pi/are waſhed his hands, and yethe was guilty: 2 
Sathan alleadged Scripture,and yet he was bnt a divell WOhic Philiig, 
preach Chriftof enuie'andftrife,ond fome of goodwill, ſaith "4 
Pakl. 1fthefalſe I not theſe daies;wherfſHz!l bs 
they come?Ifthey confteſſe not many truche?, how ſhall their 
lies bectedited ?-If rheymakenot x ſhew of good' woikts., 
how ſhall rhey bee held for Prophers? Wharſoeuer thou art, | 
Elias; the falſe Frophets ſhall come daily,chey ſhall come ; 
ſheeps'cloathivg, and rhey ſhall call themſetnes great ren': 
and they ſhall ſpeake ſtrange words, & they ſhal worke won- 
derfull things, and they ſhall fremeholy amongftmen!; and 
ſhall decciue many, bycthe end ſhall criethem. 7udas recei- 
ued chirtic peeces, birtafrer hee caft them downe :” Thou 
maieſt win glory amongft ſome, but when deſperation ſhall 
ſee from whence his rorments came, thert rhey tall crye,Wo 
ynto that Prophet #5 Woe 'ygro that Prophet, Caft Jowne 
thoſe thirtie peeces, if thon'be nap a child of perdition as 74- 
das was 5 exit doyne thy falle' fare; caſt Bowie all which 
thowhopeft to gaihe” bychat Cried: fpiriE:AdAR theu nor 
know that he'is a lyer?what'doeſt cho lodRREfor at his hand? 
build againe the things that thou haſt deftfoyed, then. $a! 
ſhall'be called Pax/; If irbe ſich a glory tobea falſe Pros 
phet; why doſt rhou cal thy felfe a true Propher,and derra&t 
front thy prayſe? if thou haue not thy reward htere, where 
wilt thou call for it'Þ is the dragon become ſo familiar ? is 
hell fire become ſo tolerable, that any man ſhould looke for 
eaſe with the diuetl, and makehis naſtime to leade 2 number 
after him into hell ? Truly Z/zas, thou canft nor ſeduce the 
ElcR, for their names are*wricten in the booke of life , and 19919 
the Lord hath promiſed, no man ſhall plucke them out of 
my hands. Alas , wilt thou looſe thy ſclfe, to loofe thoſe 
that are the children of Perdition already 9 This is a ſtrong 
delufion x yet a littleneerer to thee, andifthan carſt ſuffer 
mee,cuen to thy heart:thou art Z/;as, and thou muſt preach, 
wilt thou teach a new do&rine? accurſed bethat man ; wilt C al,x\ 
thou 
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thou teach the truth ? thou layeſt we know that already : bur. 
yetthou wilt Jabour with vs,and preach cogether. It-is ſpo-. 

ken like a friend, why then canſt thou notioyne thy Ge 

with.che diſciples ? VVhydothnot the ſpirit pur into their 

hearts to receiue thee ? If God hath ſentthee to ys, no doubt. 

he would haue ſent vs to thee, thatas many as be eleQed 

"4.14. might belccue z for ſo did the Tewes when Peter came: and. 
| ſodid the Gentiles where Pas! preached : and as the Angell: 
At1% warned Peter to come, fohee warned Cornelins to: ſend, 
Surely the Lord will docnothing,but he reuealcth his ſecrers 

4m#r:3-7: to his ſeruants and Prophets, . Amongſt the ſome ſaid 
et heis Elias ſome Jebn Baptiſt, ſome a Prophet ; but the diſci- 
1.Cor,14. P!cs had him ftraite before he told them, Thou artthe ſon of 
the living God, for the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſubieRro 
the Prophers:ſo ſaich Pav/which had the ſpicit of God. My, 
ſheepe b_ my voyce ( ſaith Chrifd. ) burs firanger ey 

will not follow, V Vhat Prophet is he thac the ſpirit brookert 
not,c: theelcR do not beleeue? Ttis T, faith £/545, and none 
clſc:God grant that neuer falſe Propher find more credite, . 

But you pretend your time isnet yet come, &c. Nay E- 
Hat 17h };15,ycurtimeispaſt, you were with the holy Ghoſt 
——. your mothers wombe, and doc yee not yer belceye , or 
1s no: your time yet.come whereitrmen ſhall belecue you? 
VVhy chendoe you ſpeake for credite before your time ? oc 
why doc you bidde vs beleeue you? Iam wewy of theſe 

rales, and hauc becne too long in- reprouing that (pirice, 
whicil truftno brother will beleeue. Marke therefore, you 
ſhall heare, in a word, all whichT haue ſpoken : you which 

bcare witnefle of your ſclfe , which haue dene nothing won- 
dertull, which ſpeake like orher men, which cannot anſwere. 
in diſputation, of whom. no Diſciple beareth witnefſe,, of 

whom no Prophet hath propheficd , whom no Brether 

hath recciued, whichare not in thenumber of all therokens ; 
which cozye without your wedding garment;which prophe- 

Keno: according to the faith, which lead vs fromour belicfe, 

which make the Son of man a lier, whichconſtrue che fimp!i- 
city of the Ap files, in parables, andfigures, which _— 
c 
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The loft Sheepe ts ſountl, _ yr" 


theScribes , and denie Chriſt, which preſume Chrift aid not 


reſpe& the propheſie , which come before you bee bidden, 
Which come nor wrong dore, has to propheſtc 
whenthe Prophets are gone, which thinke not as the Apo= 
Ries did, Which vaderftand not Clift as his diſciples, which 
imakethe ſpirit propheſy names, which were not called £/ias 
from your birth, whoſe Angell ſpeakes to none bur your 
ſelfe, whichelaime your calling from the propheſie of the ol 
teſtament fulfilled before Chrif , Which have not the tokens 
which follow them that belecue , whichcome to deſtroy, 
whoſefather is accurſed , which priuiledge yourcountrey a- 
boue all the promites that vere gratted to Chriſt, which 
reach falle doQtrine, which pertert the text of the Scripture, 
which propheſie of things when they re paſt, which ſpeake 
darkely to diuers ſenſes, which caſt your ſelfein your own ſay 
ings, which proclaime who can accuſe me of fin; which g'ory 
ot your ſelfe aboue that which all men ſeein you, vyhich 
yy1ll be vviſer then the vyviſeſt, and mote righteous then he 
vyhich is echoſen man after Gods owne heart, vyhich riſe in 
theſe ſuſpicious dayes, which make a They of holineſſe, which 
confeſſe truthes to infer lies, which cannot joyne your ſclfe to 
the diſciples:VVhar,are you a true Prophet or «falſe? if theſe 
bethe marks of a true Prophet,how ſhal we trie the ſpirits of 
Saran;our religion takerh theſe for the markes of a falſe Pre - 
pher, Elias ſaithgwe beleeue th2 truth:therforche which rakes 
Elias vwithalltheſe marks fora true Prophet, by E/5as owne 
ſentence,is in a vyrong beleefe: letys therefore keepe the pro - 


#eſſion of our hope without vyauering, forhe is faithfull that xeb.cs 23. 
promiſed, Benot ſuddenly moued from your minde, nor *7Þ-//: 2:3 


rroub{ed,neither by ſpirit,neicher by word, neither by lerter 
asit were from ys.It a dreamer or Prophet riſe againſt you, 
and giue youa figne or wonder, and the ſame figne come ro 
paſſe, and he notwithſtanding ſay, let vs goe another vvay:yc 
ſhall not hearken vato his words , for the Lord proueth you 
ro knoyy vrhether you loue him vyith all your heart, The 
Prophet,at vvhs 7eroboam ({iretched our his hand, vyas char- 


ged by yyord frem heauen, m"_ to cate, nor drinke , wer 1.913, 
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T6. The loft Sheep is found. 
rurneagaine the ſame way he came; butas -hee was gone, © 
man of Bethel Kan, <1ods rg te and ſ{aid;J am PR alſo 

J King. 18+ asSthou art, and an Augellipake-ynto oe 'y bring him againc 
to thy houſe, and let him eate_avddrinke with thee, bur hee 
lied vato him , yet hee went 'with him, and did-eate;but-as 
they fate at the table, the Lord ſpake tothe manof Bethel, 
bccauſe thou haſt not done as the Lord commanded thee, but 
turned againe and eaten , thou ſhaltnot come home to bee 
buried with thy fathers, And as hee was gone, a Lion met 
him by the way, and flew him. God ſpake once to Baalam, 
but Za/aam belought God to ſpeake ynte him againe, and 
ſo thefooliſh Prophet was rebuked of his Aſſe , becauſe hee 
rempted God toalter his commandement, How long looke 
we after deceitfull ſtgnes ? how long hault wee betweene 
two opinions?If the Apoſtles ſpeak the truth, belecug-them, 
if El:as (peake the eruch, hcare him:a Prentiſe in Mansfield 
calleth himſelfe E/tas:but Thomas will not belecue, how ſhal 
Thomas be madeto beleeuec ? Put tothy hand Thomas, and 

Jow:29. feele my wound, Soſhew me thy teſtimony E7/ias, let me 
fcelc your heart, let mee ſce your workes, let mee heare your 
faith, your wiſedome, your knowledge, and what you can 
forerell tro come; if you will not come tothis reckoning, 
then 1 ſay no more, but warne all men to beware. If I had 
notknowne the truth, I would haue thought this man had 
ſpokentruth, | | 

God is my witneſſe, I haue ſuffered the Spirit to ſpeake 
vnto thee , becauſe Iſecke thy conuerſfion, bur if thou wile 
not returne, while mercy isready , I bring thee ſorrowfull ci- 
dings, when Satan ſhall not helpe thee, the racke muſt proue 
this doctrine - wile thou heape God,andthediuell, and man 
ypon thee all at once 2O wretcned creature, and miſcrable 
Prophet, who is ablc'to ſuſtaine ? My ſonne( ſaith Salomon) 
if thy heart be wiſe, my heart ſhall rejoyce,and I will be glad 
- Pro.23 17. ouer thee : ſo 1, which haue gone thus far,to bring thee ynto 
Chriſt, if thy portion bee amongſt the righteous , and thon 
haſt an houre yet wherein thou ſhalt be called,if thou canſt 
got with mcr, and it may pleaſe the diuine prouidence to 
| | call 
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| The loft Sheepe is found. : 
 ,  eflltheeatmyvoyce: Twill fing 'prayfes, Fy | | 
Fil ay vato my foule inall her troubles, Rei | by 
remember fince chon prayedit for Elias, and the Lord heard © 
thee out of his holy Sandkuary, and thy cotiuerſion ſhall nor <4 
bc hid from IT ſelfe before che day of payment, _- 
and alwayes remember the ſentence of Gamaliel, which - 
acverlighted falſe : If thou be not of Ged, thou an 
ſhalt come to naught,and thy end ſhall "RS 
be worſe then thy be. | 
ginning, 


I oun, 132.48. 


The word that Thane ſpoken , theſame ſpall indge 'you in 
the laft days | 
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Dneftions gathered ont of bis owne (onfefſian , by Hemry 
Smith: which are yet vuanſwered, 


DO: 


; Tp 7 rn; you are ſure you ſhall luc theſe thice 


ycares, becauſe you ſay,after three yeares you muſt 
preach? 

Whether may a man expcQ viſions from God , becauſe 
you ſay, fartheſe three yeares you are to looke for more yi- 

ons? | 

Whether ſhall you be able at any time to interprere the 
truthes of the Scripture in all places without errour , better 
— thenallthe Dactors? 

One of your ſentences ſaith , you ſhall liuechaſt in wed= 
{ocke :when muſt you take a wife ? and why ſhould you nor 
rather continue ſingle? | 

Whether there hath beene neither peſtilence,, nor dearth, 
nor warre, nor carthquake in your country theletfiue yeares, 
nor ſhall be any time of your continuance there, becauſethe 
Angell ſo promiſed? is this more then euer was granted to 
Chriſt ? % 

What Bible or tranſlation meane you when youſay , this 
Bible is truly cranflared ? 

Whether itbe neceflary to ſaluation,to belecue all che ar- 
ticles of the-Creede? + Of 6 

Whether ary mai,fincerbe Apoſtles, did Rand fo right in 
the whole doQtrine of the Scripcure , that hee did hold and 
- belecue the true interpretation of all the words and ſayings 
through all the Prophers,and Apoftles in all the Bible ? 

Whether predeſtination, cle&tion, 8&c.arc to be preached 
vnto lay men? What free-wil had eZdam,and what free-will 
remaineth vnto vs? - 

What Scriprures are canonicall,& which are not ganonicall, 
Whether 
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Whether aman may marry his child with 
her heretike, hoping ro conucrt him? | 
Whether Miniſters ſhould have liuings or ftipends ? 
Whether, in ſome caſes, a Miniſter may not be non-refi- 
dent ? | | 
Whether herertikes , liuing tothem(clues, without cor-- 
rupting others, are to bepuniſhed with death © 
Whether Satan knowerth the inwardethoughts, further then 
' by the outward habir of the body, and whether he can reade 
and fay, Verbum cars faltumeſts | 
Whether Chriſt was, or is, or ſhall be knowne,andprea- 
ched vnto all nations of the world? 
Whereis bell ? aud whar ſhall be the manner of puniſh-- 
mentthere tothe reprobate # * 
What thinke you of the Antipodes, and thoſe monſtrous 
people which line in e Fa, and efmonſicrs in generall ? 
What thinke you of that ſaying of Chriſt, this day Ghale 
thoube with mein Paradiſe? what kind of place is this;and 
where : and to what purpoſe now it ſerueth, andwhether it- 
was a materiall Apple that e Adam did cate ? 
How eftecme you of Aftronomic , Phyfiognomie, Pal- 
miſtric, of-a figure,of muſicke in the Church, &c, 
What thinke you of our common prayer boske,& Lerany?- 
Whaateſtceme you of Fairies, Hobgoblins, &c, Whether 
their njony.be true, and bow they haue it ? 
Whether ſhould one, meaning to be a preacher firſt tudy. 
the Arts, orclſc ſudie nothing bur: divinitie ,.as you hauc 


done. | 

Whether thefont, ſarpleſſe, cappes, rippers, belles, holy- 
dayes, fafting-dayes, and ſuch like ceremonies,are berter ob- 
ſerued,or omitted ? b 

Whether they which are called Proteftants,or thoſe whom + 
we call Puritans, be of the pureſt ccligion,and moſt reformed + 
co the primitive Church ? 

What is meant by che prifon in Peter, whither Chrift deſ- 

cended in ſpirit? | #: =» | 

Whether our ioyes in heauen ſhall be, co allequall, and: 
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"uotarentiacinjil | 
EE anchor? 
| (lect Lazar, whilc his body WAS in 


cther Elizoms curſing the lietle children ,didnor fin " 

* At what age and Racer! ſhall all riſe inthe refliacettion? 
and whether the wounds and ſcars ſhall cemainc in our bodies 
glorified, 

W hat thinke y'2e of the Scribes inthe third of Afarke,that 
ſaid Chriſt had x. yncleane ſpirit, and caſted out dipcls by - 
Bele#bab,did they not finne againſt the holy Ghoſt? 

w hecher] images be in no rcſpeRtolerable, and whether 
& man jremembring Chriſt, byſecing the Crofle, doth fine, 

Which is the greatelt finn® that raigneth tis day in Evg= 
land? 

How is the ſoule created in man, and when it commeth, 
and how, or in whart-part is it placed inthe body ? | 

In w hat eſtate ſhall che Sunne, and Moone , the heauens, 
and clemenrs be after the lalt day,when there ſhall benocrea» 
ture vpon carth ? 

What thinke you of playes , and repreſenting diuine MAt= 
ters, as in pageants ? 

[Whether all things amongſt the faithful Chriſtians ought to 
be common ?eA7.g 32. 

What doe you thinke concerning the biſhopping@f chil 
dren ? 

What Citie 1s deſcribed of 7ehz in the ſeuenteenth of his 
Revelations 

"Whether did the Apoſtles know ſufficiently their auaion: 
| eore Chrift died and roſc againe ? 


- 


Anſwere to euery poynt, or yeeld, 
Herwry Smith of £ 1#u/banas Boreſwell , at the commandent of 
the-right Worſhipſmll bis Uncle, Maſter Brian Cant, 
RT SSerife of LeiceStr* ſhire, 
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